



	Subjects: Business BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Business, The Buckingham School Sixth Form Ready, Year 11 into Year 12 Summer Work


	The Assignment
	Research and prepare a business style report examining “What makes a   successful business” 

	



Aims of the courses
	

This assignment has been designed to demonstrate your ability to research, plan and write a formal report on a number of business concepts. It is suitable for students wishing to study BTEC     qualifications in 6th Form.

This qualification provides a broad educational basis for further training, further education or for moving into appropriate employment within business.

The BTEC Level 3 course has been designed to be delivered in a work- related context and to allow learners to develop an understanding of the diverse and complex nature of the Business sector. Four units are completed over the two years for the Extended Certificate. Some are set and assessed externally and others are set and assessed internally.

	

 Independent learning task(s) to   complete:
	Task 1: Research
You have been accepted onto a work placement at your local council. Buckinghamshire County Council is dedicated to helping both existing and new local businesses start, grow and prosper. You have been asked to research and collect information on two contrasting businesses and use this evidence to write a report on why both businesses are successful.

To provide a suitable contrast the businesses must have different types of ownership or liability, i.e. one for-profit and one not-for-profit business, or a sole trader business compared to a Private or Public Limited Company.

You will have to gather comprehensive research evidence for each  business. Your research should include:

· Features of the business to include ownership and liability, purpose, sector, scope of activities and size.
· The businesses market share and the size of the market
· The business mission, vision and values, aims and objectives
· The relationship with internal stakeholders (staff and management/shareholders) and external stakeholders (customers and suppliers), to include how it uses information technology to communicate with these stakeholders
· Possible reasons for success, for example do they operate in mass or niche markets, who are the competition and how do your chosen businesses re-act to the competition? 

 Task 2: Report
Prepare a business style report entitled “Businesses, Their Markets and Use of Technology”
Using your research, prepare a report that investigates and assesses the reasons for the success of these two businesses and how they might use social media and other technologies to increase their success.

	How it links to the specifications:
	Edexcel BTEC Business Unit 1 Exploring Business A.P1 Explain the features of two contrasting businesses.


	Resources:
	Use the following layout for your report
To:
From:
Date:
Title:
Terms of Reference
This paragraph introduces your two businesses and explains what the report is about. You should describe the ownership, size, scale, purpose, sector and main aims of both businesses.
Findings
This section summarizes all your research.
 Conclusion
The section is where you make judgements, based on your research, on the success of your businesses and how the use of technology has helped them achieve their aims. How have they used technology, social media etc.  to target they chosen market (customers)? How have they used technology to communicate effectively with stakeholders? How have they   used technology to support different departments and functions within the business?

	Additional Information: 
	The assignment will assess YOUR ability to:
1. Work independently
2. Research effectively
3. Compare sources of information
4. Present an argument or opinion supported by the relevant evidence
5. Present your report in a professional layout including a contents page, headers and footers, page numbers
6. Include a bibliography to acknowledge your sources of research
7. Meet and understand the importance of deadlines

	Deadline:
	







