
Q1. Staying with a family in Spain

What experiences can you have when staying with a family in Spain?

Example:

see festivals

1

(1)

2

(1)

3

(1)

4

(1)
(Total 4 marks)

© Exampro 2020 Page 1



GCSE Spanish (Higher and Overlap): Customs and Festivals

Q2. Opinions about festivals

Listen to your Spanish friends, Sergio and Rubén, talking about festivals in Mexico and
Spain.

What is their opinion of these festivals?

Write:

P for a positive opinion.
N for a negative opinion.
P+N for a positive and negative opinion.

Sergio’s opinion of festivals in Mexico.

Answer both parts of the question.

1 Día de los Muertos

(1)

2 Fiesta de los Locos in Guanajuato

(1)

Rubén’s opinion of festivals in Spain.

Answer both parts of the question.

3 La Tomatina and Fiestas de Alcoy

(1)

4 San Isidro and San Fermín

(1)
(Total 4 marks)
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Q3.

Luisa and Carlos talk to you about their thoughts and concerns about trips abroad. You
will need to tell your family of their worries as they are coming to stay with you.

1 Which aspect is Luisa worried about?

A her speaking skills

B her listening skills

C her writing skills

Write the correct letter in this box.

(1)

2 Which aspect is Carlos worried about?

A financial problems

B medical issues

C practical matters

Write the correct letter in this box.

(1)
(Total 2 marks)

Q4.

Luisa and Carlos talk to you about their thoughts and concerns about trips abroad. You
will need to tell your family of their worries as they are coming to stay with you.

1 Are Luisa's parents happy about her trip to England?

Yes / No __________________

Give a reason for your answer.

(1)

2 What exactly must Carlos and Luisa do to get a holiday in the USA?
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(1)
(Total 2 marks)

Q5. Schools in Chile

Write the correct letter in each box.

1 In Chile, students …

A only wear a uniform in private schools.

B have to wear a uniform.

C do not wear a uniform.

(1)

2 Students in Chile …

A do not achieve their potential.

B do not all get a secondary education.

C appreciate the education they get.

(1)

3 Students in Chile …

A have little respect for their teachers.

B are not normally naughty.

C are often afraid of their teachers.

(1)

4 Schools in Chile …

A need more facilities.

B get used equipment from Spanish schools.

C have the technology to contact Spanish schools.

(1)
(Total 4 marks)

Q6. An exchange visit
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On their exchange blog, British students give their impressions of life with a Spanish
family.

 

Write the correct name in each box.

1 Who goes shopping early in the morning?

(1)
2 Who is enjoying lots of time out of doors?

(1)
3 Who is tired because he stays out late?

(1)
4 Who says his Spanish is improving?

(1)
(Total 4 marks)

Q7. Living in Chile
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What opinions do these young people have about their experiences of where they live
in Chile?

Write P
N
P + N

for a positive opinion
for a negative opinion
for a positive and negative opinion.

1 Vivo en un barrio de Santiago donde hay demasiados
turistas. Siempre hay tantas motos que me cuesta mucho
dormir. Al día siguiente, estoy cansada en clase.

Susana  

(1)

2 Vivo en un pequeño pueblo en el norte de Chile donde hay
muy poco para los jóvenes. Cada vez que quiero salir con
mis amigos, mi madre tiene que llevarme en coche. Me
gustaría tener más independencia.

Juan

(1)

3 Mi familia y yo vivimos en el centro de San Bernardo. Está
bien vivir aquí, ¿no? Nuestro piso está cerca de las tiendas
que tienen todo lo que necesitamos. Además, el señor de al
lado cuida a nuestro perro cuando no estamos. Es muy
generoso y gracioso.
Carmen

(1)

4 Vivo en el medio del campo y las vistas por la ventana de mi
dormitorio son preciosas. Los fines de semana mis amigas
se van a la ciudad para pasarlo bien, mientras que yo me
quedo aquí en casa triste y sola.
Manuela

(1)
(Total 4 marks)

Q8. La Feria de La Chorrera, a festival in Panama

Your friends are going to the festival.

Read their Facebook posts.

Write the letter of the correct person in each box.
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1 Who enjoys the dance workshops?

(1)

2 Who likes the food that’s available?

(1)

3 Who prefers to watch the firework show from indoors?

(1)
(Total 3 marks)
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Q9. New Year’s Eve tradition in Panama

Your friend shows you this information.

Answer the questions in English.

1 What two reasons are given for this New Year’s Eve tradition?

1
.

2
.

(2)

2 Why have the artists not been so critical of the government this year?

(1)
(Total 3 marks)
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Q10. Holidays

You receive this email from your Spanish friend, Inés, after she has come back from
her holidays.

Answer the questions in English.

1 Who did Inés and her family go to stay with in July?

(1)

2 How did Inés feel when she saw the castells at the festival?

(1)

3 Why did she feel like this?

(1)
(Total 3 marks)
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Q11. A Spanish student’s blog about his recent visit to an English school

© Jutta Productions.
Photograph supplied by Lifesize/Thinkstock

Choose the correct statement.

Write the correct letter in each box.

En el instituto inglés los alumnos dicen “señor” y “señora” cuando
hablan con los profesores, no como en España donde usamos sus
nombres. Así el ambiente es menos amistoso en el instituto inglés,
aunque los alumnos no se comportan ni mejor ni peor que en España.

1 In England...

A students do not behave as well as in Spain.

 B there are more male teachers than in Spain.

C relationships between teachers and students
are more formal than in Spain

(1)

El instituto inglés tenía muchos espacios verdes y dentro había
muchas cosas en las paredes, lo que resultaba muy alegre. Era
mucho mejor que nuestro instituto en España, donde los pasillos son
como en un hospital.

2 The English school was more...

A attractive.

 B environmentally friendly.

C aware of health issues.

(1)

Las clases eran muy animadas y variadas porque los profesores
ingleses usaban mucho las pizarras interactivas y los ordenadores. En
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nuestro instituto español sólo aprendemos de los libros de texto.

3 In the English school ...

A teaching methods are more up-to-date.

 B teachers are more strict.

C lessons are not as varied as in his Spanish
school.

(1)

En mi instituto en España nuestros profesores nos ponen pruebas
cada trimestre, pero no hacemos exámenes al final del curso como en
el instituto inglés. Creo que los estudiantes ingleses tendrán mucho
más estrés que nosotros.

4 In the Spanish school ...

A exams are more stressful.

 B students do regular tests.

C students do end-of-year exams

(1)
(Total 4 marks)
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Q12. Una página web.

Vas de vacaciones a México con tu familia y buscas información en internet sobre lo
que podréis hacer allí.

 
Las celebraciones de Carnaval en México

En México, el Carnaval es una fiesta popular
que se celebra mucho, sobre todo en los
pueblos de la costa. Sin embargo, cada pueblo
lo festeja a su manera, aun los más pequeños.
Tiene lugar a fines del invierno. Hay muchas
formas diferentes de celebrarlo, por ejemplo, con
procesiones y bailes tradicionales, pero lo más
popular son los combates de flores.

En algunos sitios se queman figuras grandes
que representan a gente famosa como políticos,
futbolistas e incluso criminales. En Xalapa, el
año pasado, se prendió fuego a unas estrellas
del cine. Hacen esto para indicar el comienzo de
un año nuevo.

Contesta a los preguntas en español.

Ejemplo:

¿En qué parte de México se celebra el Carnaval con más entusiasmo?

en los pueblos de la costa

1 ¿Cuándo se celebra el Carnaval?

(1)

2 ¿Cuál es la actividad preferida durante el Carnaval?

(1)

3 ¿Qué quemaron en Xalapa el año pasado?

(1)
(Total 3 marks)
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How to fill in the form

1 Put your confidence score in Column C. This is not about the number of marks you
achieved but how sure you felt while you were answering the question.

Confidence Definition

0 I didn’t answer this one

1 I guessed the answer

2 I needed help with the answer

3 I understood the question but wasn’t sure about my answer

4 I was fairly confident I would get most of the marks

5 I was sure my answer was correct and I would get full marks

2 Use the mark scheme to check your answers.

Put the mark you think you achieved in Column Mark.

3 Write an overall comment about how you felt each question went.

● If you got help, make a note in the comment box specifying the source: internet,
friend, book, parent or tutor.

4 Complete ‘I can…’ and ‘I need to…’ sentences.

● ‘I can…’ sentences might include the questions you found easiest to answer, got
the most marks for or felt the most confident about.

● ‘I need to…’ sentences might include areas you need to revise, questions you
want to ask your teacher or the next topic or skill you want to work on.

5 Return the form to your teacher.
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Customs and Festivals

Feedback form Name

Qu Total
marks

Self-assessment

C Mark Comment

1 4

2 4

3 2

4 2

5 4

6 4

7 4

8 3

9 3

10 3

11 4

12 3

Overall

I can ……

I need to …….
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Qu Total
marks

Teacher review

Mark Comment

1 4

2 4

3 2

4 2

5 4

6 4

7 4

8 3

9 3

10 3

11 4

12 3

Overall

You can ……

You need to …….
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