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As Director of Sixth Form, it is a privilege to work with students who have chosen to
explore their academic fields further, and support them through this next phase of
their education. The Buckingham School’s mission is Success for All. We value this
over all else and understand that, especially in Year 12 and 13, success looks different
for everyone. I unreservedly feel that the purpose of all Sixth Forms is to provide its
students with all of the tools and opportunities they need to open doors to their
future pathways. This will not always come easy. In fact, students that do well are
often out of their comfort zone more than they expected to be but, believe me when
I say, this is where the magic happens.

Success for Sixth Form students at The Buckingham School comes in many forms,
including: getting into their first choice Universities; securing jobs in their chosen
career fields; and being selected for prestigious apprenticeship positions. There are
well-established systems in place in the school to support our Sixth Form students,
both academically and pastorally, and when students have engaged whole-heartedly
with these, great success has been seen.

In Sixth Form, the opportunities for learning and challenge are taken to the next level
and, as a result, Sixth Form students are expected to be exemplary in all that they do.
This includes getting involved with student leadership, mentoring younger students,
using the resources and time afforded to them to grow their passion for the subjects
they have chosen to study and exploit any and all opportunities to develop their
character.

Sixth Form is a new opportunity to start as you mean to go on, meet new people,
reinvent yourself, study the subjects you’re really interested in, to explore
opportunities for the future and achieve. If you’re ready for the challenge, we’ll be
there with you, every step of the way.

I hope that in reading this prospectus, you find most of the answers that you are
looking for to help you make the right choice however, further questions are always
more than welcome via sixthform@buckinghamschool.org.

Mrs R Beaumont, Director of Sixth Form

Welcome

mailto:sixthform@buckinghamschool.org


The Buckingham Way

The Buckingham Way is our culture. The foundation block on which everything in our school rests is
Kindness. The Buckingham Way is clear that Kindness to All is a non-negotiable expectation for our
whole community.

We strive to display three key behaviours (our Core Choices) at all times. We celebrate with students
when they are able to demonstrate Respect, Responsibility and Reflection in their actions. We seek to
actively promote and reward the Core Choices as behaviour we would wish to see.

Our Core Choices are:
• Respect
• Responsibility
• Reflection

Respect
We celebrate displays of Respect. We display self-respect by working at our best, being organised,
taking pride in our appearance, learning from our mistakes and being on time. We show respect for
others by listening carefully to the views of others, sharing, offering to help, being supportive and
contributing to group work. We show respect for our community by getting actively involved in
Development Time, paying attention to manners, being aware of others and showing respect for our
environment.

As a result, we are an inclusive community.

Responsibility
We are a school which understands that students learn from everything that they do, and that they
deserve a supportive and forgiving environment to display Responsibility. We can display
responsibility to ourselves by completing our work, taking ownership of our mistakes, arriving on time
and prepared. We can show our responsibility towards others by supporting peers with their work,
keeping promises honouring commitments, meeting deadlines, treating others with fairness and
honesty. Our responsibility to the community is displayed when we follow the rules in school, respect
the school environment, take part in volunteering or leadership, challenge unfair or harmful behaviour
ourselves.

As a result, we are a supportive community.

Reflection
We are a learning community and we believe that we can always improve yet further. To this end, we
celebrate Reflection. To display personal reflection, we regularly think about where we could improve
our work, set ourselves goals, embrace feedback, improve our performance and learn from our
successes and our failures. Interpersonal reflection is achieved by thinking about the impact we have
on others, for example when we consider the impact of our words and actions, seek out feedback
from others, apologise and make amends when we negatively affect others. Societal reflection is
when we think about the world around us, and consider our contribution. For example, we think about
the type of society that we want to be a part of, engaging in discussion around societal or ethical
issues or take pro-active steps to make positive changes in school.

As a result, we are a learning community.



The Buckingham Way

Success for All
School life is a preparation for wider society and, as well as the power of positive behaviour, students
learn the poor choices have consequences. Through respect, responsibility and reflection we seek to
support students, and to help them understand the impact of poor choices, and coach them to
improve.

Through our Core Choices we can ensure The Buckingham School is a happy and connected
environment, where equality, dignity, non-discrimination and participation allow students to grow.

As a result, we achieve Success for All.

Throughout their time in Sixth Form, the students become exemplary. They are the pinnacle of what a
“Buckingham” student should be. This does not mean that they all do the same thing; instead, they
find their own ways of being exemplary. Exploring the opportunities afforded to them really helps
them to understand who they are and how they work. These standards are evident in their time-
management, their organisation, their commitment to study, their contributions to the school
community, the way that they interact with their peers, the way that they learn from their mistakes,
the way that they ask for help, the way that they present themselves, how they engage with lessons;
just to mention a few. We are proud of the students who have embraced these expectations and risen
to the challenge of becoming adults who are ready for their next steps. We hope to take you on the
same journey and surpass even your own expectations of yourself.



We offer a wide range of both traditional
academic A Levels and vocational BTEC
qualifications, including Extended Project,
Sports Leadership and Work Experience –
detailed course information can be found in
the Course Options Guide.

Our Sixth Form is a vibrant and exciting
learning environment, providing breadth of
knowledge, creativity and enrichment
opportunities, within and beyond the
classroom.

Students are fortunate to go on many trips,
ranging from one day excursions to London,
through to residential trips. A rich, exciting
extra-curricular range of opportunities will
broaden horizons, develop knowledge and
skills along with personal development such as
working with others.

Curriculum

Our Sixth Form facilities are state of the art,
comprising of bright and modern teaching
rooms, a purpose built common room, IT
room, Art and Photography studios and new
Science laboratories.

All Sixth Form students can take advantage of
the school’s extensive facilities including a
dance studio with sprung floor, two drama
rooms, music room, astro-pitches, extensive
sporting fields, tennis courts and the use of
the Swan Leisure Centre.

The school has benefitted from £2.5m Local
Authority Investment to provide improved
facilities to allow for the school to continue to
grow. The school now has new classrooms,
science laboratories (nine laboratories in
total), new dining facilities, toilets and
changing rooms, as well as a new Sports Hall.

Facilities 

“Many pupils feel proud to go on and study 
courses in the School’s growing Sixth 
Form.”      

Ofsted 2023

As a school, we aim to develop our students to be successful in all that life in the 21st Century offers.
Our curriculum is designed to achieve this by being broad and balanced, as well as offering students
deep and rich learning and enrichment experiences that are all underpinned by The Buckingham
Way. Our Core Choices encourage our students to Be Better and Do Better.

“…in Sixth-Form lessons where discussion, 
questioning and assessment tasks are used 
skilfully to make sure that everyone is 
learning. This means that gaps in knowledge 
are rarely missed in Key Stage 5 classes.”      

Ofsted 2023

Core Choices



Academic Support

Our Sixth Form is dedicated to offering extensive academic support, making sure that every student
has the tools and resources they need to succeed.

Weekly Planners:
This helps students organise their assignments, manage their time effectively, and set achievable
goals. These planners are an essential part of fostering a disciplined approach to academic and life
skills.

1-2-1 mentor meetings:
These sessions allow students to receive tailored guidance and support from their Form Tutors who
are committed to helping them navigate their academic journey. These meetings are invaluable for
students seeking advice on improving study habits, understanding subject material, or planning their
future educational and career paths.

Independent Study:
We emphasise the importance of independent study, encouraging students to take initiative in their
learning. This enables students to develop critical thinking skills and a sense of responsibility for their
own education as well as working collaboratively with peers to support their learning.

Silent Study:
There is a Sixth Form Study room providing a quiet environment where students can focus on their
work without any distractions.

Assessment Hour:
Sixth Form students are offered a dedicated time for students to evaluate their understanding and
progress in various subjects through application to exam questions and coursework. This structured
assessment helps students identify areas of strength and areas needing improvement, allowing them
to address challenges proactively.

Seneca:
The Buckingham School uses Seneca, an online learning platform that provides interactive resources
and quizzes across a wide range of subjects. Seneca's engaging format and adaptive learning
technology make it an effective tool for reinforcing Sixth Form learning and preparing for exams.



Our ethos of care and challenge pervades all
aspects of Sixth Form life. We all thrive in a
highly inclusive, supportive, mutually
respectful and tolerant environment. Everyone
belongs and everyone is valued.

Sixth Form students are treated as young
adults preparing them for either
apprenticeships, university life or the world of
employment.

We have a strong and enthusiastic specialist
teaching team to support students throughout
their Sixth Form education with us.

Sixth Form students naturally play an
important and active part in the wider life of
the school and the Sixth Form. Sixth Form
students are represented at every level of
school life. Our students develop a broader
lens of the wider world, regularly leading on
assemblies on current affairs like Show Racism
the Red Card and important matters such as
environmentalism, careers and sustainability.

Students

We develop our students with a spectrum of
new skills and experiences not just to respond
to the challenges of the 21st century but
because they resonate deeply with our
students as the right thing to do, in line with
our mission and vision.

Sixth Form students wear their own smart
professional uniform to recognise their
seniority and the way the whole school looks
to them as role models and leaders.

The uniform requirements are made clear to
students before entry to Sixth Form. Further
details can be found on the school website in
the Sixth Form Handbook.

Financial support in the form of a Bursary will
be provided to students who meet the Bursary
application requirements.

The school currently uses the online systems
Edulink One and Pupil Progress to provide
parents/carers with up-to-date information
about their child’s attainment, attendance and
behaviour.

“The School’s Careers 

Programme has been recently 

improved to make sure that all 

pupils get access to a range of 

learning opportunities and advice 

about their next steps, including 

the chance to meet local 

employers.”

Ofsted 2023



We are proud of the development opportunities offered to our students and these are very much
part of everyday life. We expect our students to work hard and to contribute to the life of the
school and Sixth Form community.

Our development opportunities have Student Voice and Student Leadership at their heart - both
areas in which the school excels. Student Voice in the school is a key factor in helping students to
make informed decisions and we believe that every student should have their say.

Other opportunities which we offer to all our Sixth Form students include:

• Head of School and Senior Student Leadership positions

• University Open Day visits 

• Prefect Duties  

• Extra Curricular clubs 

• Main School Show

• Subject and mentoring support programme

• Charitable fundraising activities 

• Trips and visits, subject related and overseas 

• Duke of Edinburgh Awards

• Community service work including work with younger students and at local primary schools

• High quality careers advice and guidance

• Dedicated work experience opportunities for all   

• Nuffield research placements in the summer between Years 12 and 13

• Established peer mentoring programme where our Sixth Form students play a leading role in 

supporting younger students in the school

Many enrichment opportunities contribute to building a competitive CV and can also achieve UCAS
points in support of a successful application to university.

The combination of enrichment and pastoral programmes ensures we develop well-rounded
successful, diverse and talented people.

Development Opportunities



We prepare all our students for life after Sixth
Form. Students research university courses and
institutions and learn how to write an effective
personal statement. Students who plan to go into
employment, explore and research employment
and apprenticeship opportunities and learn how to
write an effective CV and application letter. We
have exceptional links with local employers who
host work experience opportunities and interview
practice.

As well as students moving on to university (with
almost all obtaining their first choice), a high
proportion commence on highly competitive
apprenticeship programmes. This is a great way to
start building the foundations of a young person’s
chosen career path. Alongside this, it is great to see
students taking the new degree Apprenticeship.

Preparing for the future

If university is not for you, our excellent and motivating careers advisors will support you in finding
the best match for your next steps beyond the Sixth Form. You will discover new talents, build
confidence and we will teach you winning techniques to secure a position in the right job or
apprenticeship.

We work with many local businesses to offer careers opportunities and exposure to industries as
often as possible. These are tracked through our use of Unifrog so that they can be as tailored to
our cohort as possible.

The Buckingham School was
one of the first in the country to
achieve the renowned careers
Gatsby Benchmarks in
September 2020 and has
maintained this ever since. We
are proud to receive recognition
for the work we do to support
the careers, skills and
development for all students.
The School has performed
exceptionally when compared
to other schools nationally.



The Application process opens for September 2026 entry Friday 28 November – please refer to the
timeline on the next page.

The online Application Form will be published on the School website on Thursday 28 November,
www.buckinghamschool.org (Sixth Form main navigation / Applying to Sixth Form page).

All instructions on how to complete the Google Form will be available on our website on Friday 28
November. Hard copy documents can be obtained from the main School Reception from this same
date.

A list of available courses for 2026/27 entry can be found on the website and students are advised
to choose three main subjects, plus an additional Enrichment Subject. English and Maths Retake
may also be selected once final GCSE grades have been received, in addition to the four subject
options.

All students who apply to join the Sixth Form are invited to attend a Course Selection meeting in
the Spring Term and their subject choices discussed in detail to ensure that they reflect both their
interests and abilities as well as their chosen career pathway. We will review students' subject
choices again after their GCSE results are published, as well as at the start of Year 12 through
Progress Assessments.

Contact Details:
If you require further assistance or information, please contact Sixth Form Admissions on 01280 
812206 or email sixthform@buckinghamschool.org.

Application Process

http://www.buckinghamschool.org/
mailto:sixthform@buckinghamschool.org


20 August 2026 - GCSE Results Day
All applicants are required to confirm their place following the collection of their results. External 

students will need to provide us with a copy of their results in order to secure their place.
Open House until 1pm. Come in and talk with members of our Sixth Form Team about your results 
and courses you would like to study, irrespective of whether you have a current application with 

us.

12 January 2026
Applications to be submitted online (or hard copy documents to be completed and returned to the 
Sixth Form Study Supervisor). Applications received following this date will be processed after the 

initial application process is completed.

27 November 2025
Sixth Form Open Evening

28 November 2025
Application Process Opens. Applications for Sixth Form for September 2025 entry opens on 

Thursday 28 November.

29 January 2026
Course Selection Meetings take place.

Offers will be made in writing following the interview process.

9 July 2026 
Attend a Taster Day in the Summer term to get a feel for what it is like to be a Sixth Form student.  

Take part in introductory sessions in your chosen subjects.   

Timeline for Applications



Our Courses 

Our curriculum is designed to offer choice and
breadth of opportunities as well as traditional
subjects. Students choose subjects that best suit
their abilities, interests and aspirations.

We offer a wide range of Level 3 courses,
including traditional A levels and vocational
academic qualifications. Details of the courses
offered are included in this booklet and are also
available as individual web-pages on our
website. We would also encourage you to talk to
Curriculum Leaders and Teachers to find out
more detail about the particular subjects you are
interested in, as well as the students for that
first-hand experience.

To gain entry to the Sixth Form, students must
meet the entry requirements for the courses they
are applying for. Please refer to this when
selecting individual subjects.

We will endeavour to offer the courses
described, however, this could be subject to
change as a result of class sizes and/or
Government funding.

For subjects where there are both an A Level and
BTEC course available, for example, Sciences and
Business, if course numbers are low, we may
remove one of the courses. The decision as to
whether the A Level or the BTEC Qualification is
removed will be based on which subject the
School feels students will be more successful in.

If you require further information please contact 
Sixth Form Admissions on 
01280 812206 or email 
sixthform@buckinghamschool.org

mailto:sixthform@buckinghamschool.org


Course Options 2026/27

Courses: Enrichment Subjects:

Applied Science BTEC Mathematical Studies (Core Maths)

Art A Level Extended Project Qualification

Biology A Level Performing Arts 

Business A Level Sports Leadership

Business Studies BTEC Work Experience 

Chemistry A Level

Computer Science A Level 

Construction BTEC

Criminology Applied Diploma WJEC 

English Language A Level

English Literature A Level Enablers: 

Film Studies A Level  Retake English Language*

French A Level Retake Maths*

Geography A Level

Health & Social Care BTEC 

History A Level 

Mathematics A Level

Photography A Level 

Physical Education A Level

Physics A Level 

Psychology A Level

Sociology A Level

Spanish A Level

Sport BTEC

*GCSE Maths and English Language retake classes will be mandatory for any student who has not achieved a Grade 4 or higher in
these subjects.



Art

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Art Grade 4

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design / Fine Art

Why Art?
You will have the opportunity to work with a broad range of media, both traditional and new. You will
visit galleries and studios and develop your knowledge of art, craft and design in contemporary and past
societies. Please note, Art is a heavily coursework based subject, sustained time commitment is needed.

Students who are particularly creative can study Photography and Art at A Level.

What’s expected from me?
When studying A Level Art, students are expected to utilise their free time effectively to ensure all work is
completed. We have a Sixth Form area within the department for students to use during their study periods.
Students are expected to meet deadlines and ensure the work they produce is to a consistently high
standard. Students that do well in Art tend to be creative and generally artistic.

The course will develop your intellectual, imaginative and creative skills. You will work with many different
and creative media to develop your experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills. A Level Art
disciplines include painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture and alternative media.

In Sixth Form. students study the full A Level in Year 12 and 13. During this time, students complete
Component 1 - A practical investigation supported by written material. Students are required to conduct a
practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme, supported by written material. The focus of
the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a
series of related finished outcomes. A Level Art is a clear progression route from GCSE. The marking criteria
is very similar allowing students to fully engage with the subject so they are able to plan their work more
effectively.

This Course 



Applied Science

BTEC: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics Grade 5 or 

GCSE Combined Science Grade 5-5, GCSE English Language Grade 4, 

GCSE Maths Grade 5

Examination Board:  Pearson Level 3 AAQ BTEC Applied Science - Extended Certificate

Why Applied Science?
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it
supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional bodies have also been involved and
consulted to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners
planning to enter employment directly in the applied science sector.

The course will allow for the development of employability skills such as critical thinking, working
collaboratively, self-management, adaptability and resilience, as well as transferable skills like the ability to
learn independently, to research actively and methodically and to give presentations and being active group
members.

What’s expected from me?
You will be expected to do research about the content, prepare presentations and work collaboratively. You
will be proactive and responsible for your own learning following the guidance provided by your teachers.
You will be good at time management and observe deadlines.

This course covers a wide range of topics across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It will allow you to acquire
a high level of practical laboratory skills, with plenty of opportunities to implement the content delivered.

You will study the following units:
• Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Biology
• Unit 2: Principles and Applications of Chemistry
• Unit 3: Principles and Applications of Physics
• Unit 4: Practical Skills, Procedures and Techniques
• Unit 5: Science Investigation Skills

This course is taught across two years and you will be assessed through internal and external assessments.
The course is equivalent to one A Level, and recognised by UCAS, universities and employers.

This Course 



Biology
A Level: Level 3

Biology is a very popular choice after GCSE. It is both interesting and challenging, stimulating students into
developing a wider interest in the subject.

In the first year of the course, students will learn about biological molecules, expand their knowledge about
cells and how organisms exchange substances with their environment, genes, variation and relationships in
an ecosystem. In the second year of the course topics taught concern energy transfers in and between
organisms, how organisms respond to changes in their environment, as well as genetics, populations,
evolution and ecosystems, with a final topic on control of gene expression.

Alongside the study of these units, students are also assessed on their practical skills. This is a compulsory
requirement of the course. It will appear on all students’ certificates as a separately reported result,
alongside the overall grade for the qualification.

The written examinations will consist of three exams at the end of Year 13.

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE Biology Grade 6 or GCSE Combined Science Grade 6-6,

GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 6

Examination Board: OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Biology A, Specification H420

Why Biology?
Studying Biology in the Sixth Form is a pathway to a wide variety of degrees, higher qualifications at
universities and other institutions.

Biology students may like to consider the following courses among others: Anatomy, Animal Behaviour,
Biological Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, Biotechnology, Marine Biology, Botany, Microbiology, Dentistry,
Toxicology, Food Studies, Genetics, Medicine, Midwifery, Neurosciences, Nursing, Pharmacology,
Physiotherapy, Psychology, Sports and Exercise Science, or Veterinary Science. The transferable skills gained
from a degree in science subjects are highly valued in the corporate world.

Biology complements A level Geography and in particular Extended Project Qualification.

What’s expected from me?
We expect enthusiasm, personal organisation and dedication. Students need to demonstrate that they are
keen to learn, to make progress and to be actively involved in all aspects of the course. They will need to
plan ahead to meet deadlines, be independent in expanding the breadth and depth of their knowledge and
be pro-active in identifying areas for development.

This Course 



Business

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE Business Grade 4, GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 5 

Examination Board:  Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Business

Why Business?
“Business opportunities are like buses, there’s always another one coming.” Sir Richard Branson
No matter who you are, we are all affected by the activities of business. Businesses provide us with careers,
goods, services, income, homes and leisure. There is very little in the world that is not governed by business
activity. It is a factor of our everyday life and whether or not a student intends to forge a career within a
large multi-national corporation, express their own sense of enterprise through self-employment or simply
enjoy life as a consumer, Business Studies will provide both knowledge and understanding of how the
business world operates and our own role in it.

'If you do things well, do them better. Be daring, be first, be different, be just' - Anita Roddick, founder of The
Body Shop

Business Studies gives you a transferable skill set needed for your lifelong career. The subject opens up
many opportunities for trips, work experience and guest speakers. Business complements Geography,
English and Psychology.

What’s expected from me?
You will be enthusiastic, looking to develop your deeper knowledge through case studies and real life
examples. You will be required to apply this knowledge to your pre-release document for paper 3.
Throughout the course you will have opportunities to develop key skills to be successful on the course but
also in your future careers.

The Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Business course is divided into four themes, assessed through three
external exams.

Themes 1 and 2 introduce students to fundamental business concepts and their application, providing a
broad understanding of business operations.

Themes 3 and 4 deepen this knowledge by exploring a wider range of contexts and complex information,
requiring students to adopt a strategic approach to business issues.

The course encourages students to think critically, question assumptions, and study business behaviour
from multiple perspectives.

This Course 



Business Studies

A two year course Equivalent in size to one A Level, comprising of
• Exploring Business (Coursework)
• Developing a Marketing Campaign (External Exam)
• Personal & Business Finance (External Exam)
• One further Coursework Unit (To be determined)

The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about the business sector alongside
other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not
necessarily in business-related subjects. It is designed to be taken as part of a programme of study that
includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 5 

Examination Board:  Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business

Why Business BTEC?
“Business opportunities are like buses, there’s always another one coming.” Sir Richard Branson
No matter who you are, we are all affected by the activities of business. Businesses provide us with careers,
goods, services, income, homes and leisure. There is very little in the world that is not governed by business
activity. It is a factor of our everyday life and whether or not a student intends to forge a career within a
large multi-national corporation, express their own sense of enterprise through self-employment or simply
enjoy life as a consumer, Business Studies will provide both knowledge and understanding of how the
business world operates and our own role in it.

'If you do things well, do them better. Be daring, be first, be different, be just' - Anita Roddick, founder of The
Body Shop

Business Studies gives you a transferable skill set needed for your lifelong career. The subject opens up
many opportunities for trips, work experience and guest speakers. Business complements Geography,
English and Psychology.

What’s expected from me?
You will be enthusiastic, looking to develop your deeper knowledge through case studies and applying your 
knowledge through coursework. You will develop key skills needed to be successful on the course but also in 
the workplace.

BTEC: Level 3

This Course 



Chemistry

A Level: Level 3

Throughout this course, you will build on your knowledge of Physical Chemistry including, but not limited
to bonding, the Avogadro constant, thermodynamics and calorimetry.

You will also expand your understanding of Inorganic Chemistry including but not limited to Periodicity,
transition metals and catalysts.

As a final unit, you will discover and explore Organic Chemistry which involves the study of Carboxylic
acids, polymers, spectroscopy, organic analysis and many more topics.

Alongside the study of these units, students are also assessed on their practical skills. This is a compulsory
requirement of the course. It will appear on all students’ certificates as a separately reported result,
alongside the overall grade for the qualification.

The written examinations will consist of three exams at the end of Year 13.

Why Chemistry?
As a fundamental part of the A Level Chemistry course you will have the chance to develop a range of
theoretical and practical skills highly in demand amongst employers; problem solving, collecting
precise/accurate data, interpreting results mathematically to allow valid conclusions to be drawn when
carrying out scientific investigations.

Chemistry naturally relates to all of the other sciences such as; Biology, Physics and Psychology, as well as
Physical Education/Sport and A Level Mathematics.

Students may go on to study and work in Biotechnology, Forensic Science, Medicine, Sports Science, Nano
technology, Pharmacologist, Engineering or Natural Sciences for example.

What’s expected from me?
We expect passion for the subject, good personal organisation and commitment. You need to demonstrate

that you are eager to learn, make progress and are willing to be actively involved in all aspects of the course

as well as the wider Science department. You will need to have good time management skills to meet

deadlines and balance revision. Throughout the course you need to be independent in expanding your

knowledge/understanding of Chemistry and be pro-active in identifying areas for development.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Chemistry Grade 6 or GCSE Combined Science Grade 6-6, 
GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 6

Examination Board:  OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Chemistry, Specification H432

This Course 



Computer Science

A Level: Level 3

Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the
classroom to real-world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement,
and can look at the natural world through a digital prism. The aims of this qualification are to enable
learners to develop:

• An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including: abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation

• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including writing programs to do so

• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science
• Mathematical skills

This course is assessed through two external examinations and a programming project.

Why Computer Science?
Taking A Level Computer Science can open doors to numerous exciting opportunities in the rapidly evolving
tech world. It helps develop essential problem-solving and analytical skills through the study of
programming, algorithms, and data structures. These skills are highly valued across various industries, from
software development to cybersecurity and artificial intelligence. By learning to think logically and break
down complex tasks into manageable parts, students also gain the ability to approach challenges creatively.
Additionally, with technology becoming an integral part of almost every field, A-Level Computing provides a
strong foundation for those looking to pursue careers in tech, engineering, or research, offering both
intellectual stimulation and practical skills that are highly sought after by employers.

What’s expected from me?
You will be an enthusiastic learner, keen to expand your knowledge of different programming languages and

the wider field of computing. As there is a element of coursework students are expected to meet deadlines

and ensure that all work is completed to a high standard.

* Please note there is a minimum number requirement for this course. If the minimum is not reached, we

will not be able to offer this course.

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE Computer Science Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 5

Examination Board:  OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Computer Science, Specification H446

This Course 



Construction

BTEC: Level 3

Equivalent to one A Level in size, it is suitable for students looking to develop their applied knowledge and
skills in Building and Construction as part of a study programme alongside A-Levels. Students must
complete three mandatory units and two optional ones.

Minimum entry requirements:  BTEC Tech Awards Construction Merit, GCSE English Language Grade 4, 

GCSE Maths Grade 4

Examination Board:  Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Construction and 

the Built Environment (Extended Certificate)

Why Construction?
Studying a Level 3 BTEC in Construction can be a fantastic option for students interested in a hands-on,
vocational approach to learning about the construction industry. The Level 3 BTEC in Construction
emphasises practical, real-world applications. Students develop tangible skills, such as carpentry, technical
drawing and project management. The course is closely aligned with industry standards, so students learn
techniques and skills that are directly applicable in the workplace. BTECs use a lot of project-based
assessments rather than final exams. This allows students to build a portfolio of work they can show to
future employers, demonstrating their abilities and experience.

What’s expected from me?
Dedication, enthusiasm and good attendance. Demonstrate professionalism and commitment expected in
the construction industry by attending lessons and being prepared for each. Actively participate in all
practical sessions. BTECs rely on continuous assessment through assignments and projects. You’ll be
expected to complete all assignments on time.

Unit Unit title GLH Type How assessed

1 Construction Principles 120 Mandatory External

2 Construction Technology 60 Mandatory External

3
Design for Construction and the
Built Environment

60 Mandatory Internal

4 Construction Commercial Management 60 Optional Internal

5
Retrofit in Construction and the Built 
Environment

60 Optional Internal

6 Modelling in Construction 60 Optional Internal
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Criminology

Applied Diploma WJEC: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 4

Examination Board:  WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology

Studying this course gives students the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised qualification from which
they can progress to employment or higher education. The Level 3 Applied Diploma is an A Level
equivalent.

Unit 1 will enable the learner to demonstrate understanding of different types of crime, influences on
perceptions of crime and why some crimes are unreported (Controlled assessment unit).

Unit 2 will allow learners to gain an understanding of why people commit crime, drawing on what they
have learned in Unit 1 (Exam unit).

Unit 3 will provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the moment a crime has been
identified to the verdict (Controlled assessment unit).

Unit 4 will see learners apply their understanding of the awareness of criminality, criminological theories
and the process of bringing an accused to court in order to evaluate the effectiveness of social control to
deliver Criminal Justice Policy (Exam unit).

Why Criminology?
An understanding of Criminology is relevant to many job roles within the criminal Justice sector, Social and
Probation work, Sociology and Psychology, as it is a qualification with elements of Psychology, Law and
Sociology that complements studies in humanities.

The course is designed primarily to support learners progressing to university and to be exciting and
interesting, suited to the skills and knowledge needed for Criminology in the Sixth Form and employment
within the sector, either directly or through the apprenticeship route.

What’s expected from me?
You would be expected to research and have a proactive attitude and independent style of learning. You
should also have good time management and organisation, meet deadlines and apply theory to given
situations.
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English Language 

English Language at A Level is very different from your studies at GCSE. Studying English at an advanced
level introduces you to the world of linguistics (the science of language). This doesn’t mean test tubes and
chemicals, but instead looks at how and why language makes us human.

One component of the course involves the study of language in relation to the individual and society. This
includes analysing and comparing a wide variety of texts, and studying children’s spoken and written
language development from 0-11 years. Another component focuses on wider themes of language
diversity and change, with essay-writing about these topics and analysis of texts presenting ideas, attitudes
and opinions about them. There are also opportunities to produce your own writing about language topics
and ideas. In addition there is a more individual element where you will produce your own data-based
language investigation, based on independent research, and a piece of original writing with a commentary.

Course Content:
There are two exams, one for each component:
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society - 2 hours and 30 minutes

(40% of the overall grade)
Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change - 2 hours and 30 minutes 

(40% of the overall grade)
NEA Coursework: Language Investigation (2000 words excluding data)  Original Writing and commentary 
(1500 words) - (20% of the overall grade)

Why English Language?
English Language at A Level enables you to:

- develop skills of linguistic analysis and evaluation
- explore language usage in a wide variety of situations and social contexts
- respond to written, spoken and electronic text
- study child language acquisition and language change

What’s expected from me?
Although English Language requires less reading than English Literature, do not be fooled into thinking this is
an ‘easier’ course. You will be expected to understand and analyse advanced linguistic terminology and use
your independent time to complete secondary reading of fiction, non-fiction and critical academic essays
relevant to the topics studied.

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 6, GCSE English Literature Grade 6

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Language
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English Literature 

This challenging course will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of English Literature through
the study of novels, plays and poetry. The course encourages students to ‘read around’ the set texts in terms
of critical views, social and historical context and other texts by the same authors on the syllabus. You will
develop your own perspectives on everything you read and be able to argue your views well. The course will
develop your skills in constructing a logical and coherent argument, which is the basis of an analytical essay.

Course Content:
Paper 1: Love through the Ages

Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text, of which one must be written pre-1900, and
one Shakespeare play. The study of these texts culminates in a 3 hour exam paper.

Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts
Option 2A: World War I and its aftermath
Study of three texts: One prose, one poetry and one drama, of which one must be written post 2000.

The study of these texts culminates in a 2hr 30 minutes exam paper.
Non-exam assessment: Independent critical study (coursework)

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of them must have been written
pre-1900.

Students will be guided towards choosing 2 texts of sufficient challenge and literary merit to warrant study
and will be supported through the construction of their coursework essay. The final piece should be around
2,500 words.

Why English Literature?
English Literature A level provides an excellent foundation for degree level study in almost any field. The
study of English Literature is considered a strong and respected academic course, grounding students and
preparing them for a wide range of careers. Employers recognise the immense value of a literary education
and opportunities exist in careers ranging from diplomacy to law and accountancy to the caring professions.

The A Level History curriculum can support A Level English Literature as the course requires students to have
a detailed understanding of historical contexts and literary periods. Media can also work alongside this
course as both courses focus on skills of analysis and interpretation. Study of Psychology can similarly
support English Literature, as literary texts explore the human condition and big issues such as Love and War.

What’s expected from me?
When studying A Level English Literature, students will be provided with a reading list and are expected to
complete extensive wider reading in their own time and to keep a reading journal.

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 6, GCSE English Literature Grade 6

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature A
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Film Studies

As a student of Film you will learn to become an ‘active reader’ of film as opposed to a passive viewer - you
will be able to comment on stylistic trends of films from different directors, time periods and countries.

As the world’s most popular art form, Film has the power to transport audiences to new or old worlds,
critique society or simply entertain - it is impossible to overestimate the influence that the film industry has
had on 20th Century society and culture. In the course of your studies you will learn just how powerful and
dangerous film can be.

Course Content:

Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking, written exam of 2 hours and 30 minutes
Component 2: Global film making perspectives, written exam of 2 hours and 30 minutes
Component 3: Production: NEA. Creation of a screenplay or short film with an accompanying

evaluative analysis and digital storyboard. 

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE English Literature Grade 5

Examination Board:  WJEC Eduqas GCE A Level in Film Studies

Why Film Studies?
You will get the chance to explore the wide range of films out there; from contemporary blockbusters such
as La La Land to classic greats (Casablanca), obscure British masterpieces (Under the Skin) and beautiful
foreign language (Pan’s Labyrinth). This is your opportunity to broaden your cinematic horizons and get an A
Level in a subject you are passionate about while you are at it.

What’s expected from me?
Film students need to love film! You should enjoy watching and discussing films and be keen to develop your
experience beyond the mainstream and into different genres.

In lessons, you will explore an extensive range of films and learn how to critically analyse and discuss them.
You will give presentations, write essays and contribute to class discussions.

You will be expected to undertake extensive research into a variety of films, from different time periods,
countries, and stylistic movements. In return you will get teachers who are knowledgeable about all film
styles and genres and who are arguably even more geeky about film than you are!
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French 

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE French Grade 6

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in French

This A-level builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. There is a focus on how
French-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally.

Students study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. They will
study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema, and learn
about political engagement and who wields political power in the French-speaking world.

Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day French-speaking communities. Throughout
their studies, they will learn the language in the context of French-speaking countries and the issues and
influences which have shaped them. Students will study texts and film and have the opportunity to carry
out independent research on an area of their choice. Listening, speaking, reading and writing skills are all
developed.

The following elements make up the content of this two-year course:
• Social issues and trends
• Political and artistic culture
• Grammar
• Works – study of literature/film
• Individual research project 

Why French?
The content is suitable for students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including a
modern languages degree. The focus on language, culture and society develops a range of transferable skills
including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual
and society.

What’s expected from me?
You will have a love and appreciation of the language and be interested in studying French in more depth.
Independent research, wider reading and cultural exploration around the subject, a proactive attitude,
independent style of learning, good time management, organisation and the ability to meet deadlines.
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Geography

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Geography Grade 5 

Examination Board:  AQA A Level 

After Science and Maths, students who study Geography are the most employable due to their subject
knowledge and transferrable skills. You will be offered many enrichment opportunities whilst studying
Geography A Level, including Geography conferences, field trips, participation in national awards/
competitions and access to Russell Group universities.

The A Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes
an integrated study with a focus on geographical skills along with knowledge and understanding. The
subject offers competitive transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and
scientific understanding, which are valuable to the rapidly changing world of employment.

You will study:
Physical Geography Human Geography
1. Water and carbon cycles 1. Global systems and global governance
2. Coastal landscapes 2. Changing places
3. Natural Hazards 3. Urban environments

Geography fieldwork independent investigation
The Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) is worth 20% of the final exam and is an independent piece of
research in a geographical area of your choice. Here you get to put your fieldwork skills into practice and
gain valuable marks before going into the examinations.

Cross curricular themes within the course include; politics, biology, history, business, finance and
economics and mathematics.

Why Geography?
The world is rapidly changing and Geography has never been so relevant. Taught by subject specialists, we
will equip you with the knowledge, skills and necessary work experience to achieve well in Sixth Form so that
you go on to thrive in employment, university or an apprenticeship.

What’s expected from me?
You should have a passion for learning Geography and be interested in exploring different landscape
environments, changes in culture and society and learn new geographical skills through classroom and
fieldwork based learning. You should have a background knowledge of Geography. You will be expected to
have an enthusiastic attitude, be an independent learner, have good time management and good
organisation skills.
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Health and Social Care

The course is equivalent to one A Level and throughout the course, you will study a range of topics that
cover the industry of Health and Social Care in a broad context. The course gives students the opportunity
to work on their independent skills and start their journey to be successful Health and Social Care
professionals.

During the course, you will study four units:
Unit 1 - Human Lifespan and Development
Unit 2 - Human Health and Biology
Unit 3 - Principles in Health and Social Care
Unit 5 - Promoting Health Education.

The course consists of two externally assessed units and two internally assessed units, all of equal
weighting.

Why Health and Social Care?
This course is designed to prepare students for both higher education and employment within the Health
and Social Care sector. You will develop a wide range of transferable skills including independence,
organisation and creativity, that will support your future studies or career.

Students with an interest in Early Years Education, Nursing, Midwifery, Social Care, or related professions
will find the course particularly engaging. We explore a broad range of relevant topics that form the
foundation of many Health and Social Care careers.

Throughout the course, you will also build key professional and personal skills, developing the confidence,
communication, and practical abilities needed to succeed in the workplace and beyond.

What’s expected from me?
You should be a curious learner who is prepared to contribute to class discussion and work hard. We cover a
number of interesting and thought provoking topics so a so a genuine interest in understanding people,
society, and how health and wellbeing are supported is essential.

You will need to be self-motivated and good at meeting deadlines.

This course has a substantial amount of independent study; you will be expected to complete your own
research, reading around the subject and have a proactive attitude

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 4, GCSE Maths  Grade 4, GCSE Biology Grade 4
or GCSE Combined Science Grade 4-4                    

A GCSE in Health and Social Care is not necessary for this course.

Examination Board: BTEC Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Health and Social Care

BTEC: Level 3
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History

The study of History provides a sense of the past, an awareness of the development of differing values,
systems and societies and a better understanding of the world we live in.

During this course, you will study a variety of complex topics covering The Early Tudors: 1485-1558,
Democracy and Dictatorships: Germany, 1919-1963, and Popular Culture and the Witchcraze of the 16th

and 17th centuries. You will be challenged to make sense of the past and to critically evaluate views of it
using a variety of sources and interpretations.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE History Grade 6

Examination Board:  OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in History A

A Level: Level 3

Why History?
Studying History will help you to develop skills for the modern world. The analytical skills learnt by studying
History at A Level are of particular importance in today’s global, social-media orientated society, as they
allow people to discern facts from ‘fake news’. History A Level complements many other subjects and
students could find careers in Journalism, Tourism, Research, Archiving, Architecture, Politics, the Armed
Forces, Marketing, Advertising and Law, to name but a few. English and Geography are particularly well
matched to History at A level.

What’s expected from me?
This demanding course will suit students who are prepared to put in maximum effort inside and outside the
classroom. You will be well supported by your teachers, but you must be prepared to ask for and follow
advice. You must be highly motivated, well organised and enjoy finding answers to tough questions.

You will be expected to form your own opinions and produce focused explanations based on a close analysis
of the evidence available. You will be assessed on your ability to use a wide range of subject knowledge to
produce extended written answers and on your independent research skills.
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Mathematics

Are you enjoying Maths at school? Do you enjoy solving problems? If so, you should seriously consider A
Level Mathematics. This is a two-year linear course which has a total of three exams of two hours each at
the end.

A Level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course which goes beyond the methods and concepts
learned at GCSE. These include applications of Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics Mathematics.

The Pure Mathematics topics include algebra, co-ordinate geometry, polynomials, trigonometry, calculus,
differentiation and integration techniques, partial fractions, vectors and differential equations.

In Statistics you will learn to collect and analyse data and use it to make predictions about future events.
Many subjects and careers make use of statistical information and techniques. An understanding of
probability and risk is important in careers like insurance, medicine, engineering and the sciences.

In Mechanics, you learn to model and analyse the physical world around us, including the study of forces and
motion. Mechanics is particularly useful to students studying Physics and Engineering.

Why Mathematics?
A Level Mathematics is a challenging subject, but it is also one that is extremely rewarding if you are
prepared to put in the time and the effort. It is about applying different concepts and thinking outside the
box in solving problems. Maths is used in a wide range of industries such as Engineering, Architecture,
Business, Finance, Science, Technology, Aviation and many others. A Mathematics A Level can open so many
doors for you. In fact there is currently a national shortage of qualified mathematicians, so this course will
give you a competitive edge with future employers. Employers are constantly on the lookout for people who
are competent in mathematics and are good problem solvers. This course will give you a solid grounding in
these skills and will give you that extra edge in the competitive job market.

Throughout the course you will gain: an understanding of the mathematics that underpin many aspects of
our lives:

▪ the ability to apply a range of mathematical skills to different situations
▪ acute logical thinking and problem-solving abilities
▪ the ability to process, interpret and analyse information.

Many students go on to pursue careers in Medicine, Research and Development, Engineering, Statistics,
Operational Research, Computing, Accountancy, Actuarial Work, Business Management, Insurance and
Teaching. If you are hoping to pursue a course in Science, Mathematics or Engineering at university, A Level
Mathematics is compulsory.

What’s expected from me?
You should have a passion for mathematics, be resilient and open minded when developing your
understanding of the concepts of the course. You need to be proactive, be good at managing your time and
have good organisational skills in order to keep on top of your deadlines.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Maths Grade 7

Examination Board:  Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE in Mathematics

A Level: Level 3
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This course will develop your intellectual, imaginative and creative skills. You will work with many different
photographic media to develop your experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills. A Level
Photography disciplines include film based photography and digital photography.

During the course students complete Component 1 - A personal, practical investigation supported by
written material. Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or
theme. The focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a
series of related finished outcomes.

Students will be provided with examination papers (externally set assignment – Unit 2) in February in Year
13. The question paper will consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting points. Students
are required to select one and produce a practical investigation.

Photography

A Level: Level 3

Why Photography?
You will have the opportunity to work with a broad range of media, including traditional and new
technologies. You will visit galleries and studios and develop your knowledge of Photography in
contemporary and past societies. Please be aware that Photography is coursework based and requires a lot
of time and dedication.

Students who are particularly creative can study Art and Photography at A level.

What’s expected from me?
When studying A Level Photography students are expected to utilise their free time effectively to ensure all
work is completed. We have a Sixth Form area within the department for students to use during their study
periods. Students are expected to meet deadlines and ensure the work they produce is to a consistently
high standard.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 4, GCSE Maths Grade 4, GCSE Biology,  
Chemistry & Physics Grade 4 or GCSE Combined Science Grade 4-4 

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Art and Design / Photography
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AQA A-level Physical Education is an Applied General qualification for post-16 learners who want to
continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to higher education and
ultimately to employment in the sport sector.

The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it
supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional bodies have also been involved and
consulted to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners who
may choose to enter employment directly in the sport sector.

Physical Education 

Why Physical Education?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to
meeting admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two-
year programme of study. It combines well with a large number of subjects and supports entry to higher
education courses in a very wide range of disciplines (depending on the subjects taken alongside).

For learners who wish to study an aspect of Sport in higher education, opportunities include: 
▪ BA (Hons) in Sport Studies and Business, if taken alongside A Levels in Business and Maths
▪ BSC (Hons) in Sport Psychology, if taken alongside A Level Biology and A Level in Psychology 
▪ BA (Hons) in Sports Education and Special and Inclusive Education, if taken alongside an A Level in English 

Language and a BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts 
▪ BA (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science, if taken alongside A Level Biology

What’s expected from me?
▪ You need to be passionate about anatomy and physiology, health, fitness, training, sport activities,effects

on society & practical sport
▪ You will need to be self-motivated and good at meeting deadlines
▪ This course has a substantial amount of independent study and you will be expected to complete flipped 

learning work between each lesson
▪ Compete regularly outside of school at a club or higher standard

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Physical Education Grade 5, GCSE English Language Grade 4, 
GCSE Maths Grade 4, GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics Grade 4 
or GCSE Combined Science Grade 4-4 

You need to play competitive sport outside of school to a good level

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advance GCE in Physical Education
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Throughout this course, you will build on your knowledge of radiation, waves and electricity. You will learn
about nuclear physics, mechanics and thermal physics as well as astrophysics. In Year 13, you will be
expanding your understanding of these areas by linking it to different professions; medical, engineering and
astrophysics.

Alongside the study of these units, students are also assessed on their practical skills. This is a compulsory
requirement of the course. It will appear on all students’ certificates as a separately reported result,
alongside the overall grade for the qualification.

The written examinations will consist of three exams at the end of Year 13.

Physics

A Level: Level 3

Why Physics?
As an integral part of the A-level Physics course you will have the opportunity to develop a range of practical
skills highly in demand among employers; planning investigations, problem solving, collecting
precise/accurate data and interpreting results mathematically to allow valid conclusions to be drawn.

Physics has natural links with all other sciences such as Chemistry, Biology and Psychology, as well as Physical
Education/ Sport, A level Mathematics and Geography.

Students may go on to study and gain employment in the following sectors - Computer Science,
Biotechnology, Forensic Science, Medicine, Sports Sciences, Engineering, Mathematics or Natural Science for
example. You may also combine Physics with non- scientific subjects such as English and Psychology, but
should definitely take A-level Mathematics.

What’s expected from me?
We expect enthusiasm, personal organisation and dedication. You need to demonstrate that you are keen to
learn, to make progress and to be actively involved in all aspects of the course as well as the wider Science
department. You will need to plan ahead to meet deadlines, be independent in expanding the breadth and
depth of your knowledge and be pro-active in identifying areas for development. You should also be
simultaneously taking A-Level Mathematics as the content in Physics is heavily dependent on a solid
comprehension of A-Level Mathematics.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Physics Grade 6 or GCSE Combined Science Grade 6-6, 
GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 6

Examination Board:  OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Physics A, Specification H556
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Psychology

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 5, GCSE Maths Grade 5, 
GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics Grade 5 (2 out of 3 required) or 
GCSE Combined Science Grade 5-5

A GCSE in Psychology is not required to be successful in this subject at A Level

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Psychology

This exciting and challenging course helps students develop a scientific understanding of human behaviour
and the mind. This A Level covers a wide range of psychological approaches and theories. In Year 12, you will
explore topics such as memory, social influence, attachment and psychopathology, as well as learn how to
design, conduct and analyse your own research. In Year 13, you will deepen your knowledge through our
chosen option topics: Forensic Psychology, Schizophrenia and Gender, examining human behaviour from
both psychological and biological perspectives.

The course is assessed through three external exams at the end of the two years, with no coursework
element. Each paper includes a mixture of short-answer questions and extended essay style questions,
where you will apply theories and research to real-world scenarios and evaluate psychological explanations.

Psychology is a thought-provoking and rewarding subject for those curious about how and why people
behave as they do.

Why Psychology?
Psychology pairs brilliantly with a wide range of A Levels, especially Biology or other Sciences, as well as
Sociology, Geography, PE, Business, Film Studies, Criminology and English Literature. It opens the door to an
impressive variety of careers because it helps you understand people, behaviour and decision-making, all
skills valued in almost every job. Our previous students have gone on to careers in Business, Sport, Law,
Finance, Policing and Social Care, as well as further study in Psychology and related fields. Many universities
count Psychology as a Science A Level, meaning it can help students meet entry requirements for Science
and Medicine based courses. If you’re curious about people and like asking ‘why?’ as well as a subject that
keeps your future options open, Psychology is a smart and exciting choice.

What’s expected from me?
We expect Psychology students to be curious, open-minded and ready to get involved. You’ll be encouraged
to take an active part in class discussions, share ideas, challenge viewpoints (including your teachers’!), and
think independently. You should be prepared to work collaboratively in groups, take part in research
activities and apply your learning beyond the classroom. Strong organisation is key; using your study time
wisely will ensure you meet deadlines and stay on top of your work. In Psychology, your voice, ideas and
willingness to explore different perspectives will help you succeed.
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Sociology

A Level: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE English Literature Grade 6, GCSE Maths Grade 5

A GCSE in Sociology is not required to be successful in Sociology at A Level

Examination Board: AQA

Why Sociology?
Sociology develops valuable skills in critical thinking, research, analysis and communication, making it highly
regarded by universities and employers. Studying Sociology can lead to a wide range of degree pathways,
including Sociology, Criminology, Law, Psychology, Social Policy, Education, Politics and Journalism, and
opens doors to careers such as Social Work, Policing, Youth and Community Work, Law, Media, Teaching, HR,
Marketing and Public Services. At A Level, it pairs particularly well with subjects like Psychology, Criminology,
Business Studies, English, History and Health & Social Care, supporting both academic and applied routes.
Choosing Sociology means gaining a deeper understanding of society and gaining the skills needed to make a
positive impact in the world.

What’s expected from me?
Students who choose A Level Sociology will be expected to take an active role in their learning, showing
curiosity about the world around them and a willingness to fully engage in class debate and discussion. You’ll
be encouraged to share your views, challenge ideas respectfully and explore different perspectives on social
issues. Strong organisation is important, as you will need to meet deadlines, keep on top of independent
study and complete regular reading and research beyond the classroom. You’ll develop key skills such as
critical thinking, analytical writing and the ability to apply sociological theories to real-life situations.
Consistent effort, participation and commitment will help you succeed.

Sociology is an exciting and thought-provoking A Level that helps you make sense of the world around you
by exploring how society works, why people behave the way they do and how social issues such as
inequality, crime, education and culture, shape our everyday lives. In Year 12, students study key
foundational topics including Education with Research Methods, and Families and Households, developing
an understanding of how sociologists investigate society and how institutions shape our lives. In Year 13, our
chosen options are Health and The Media, allowing students to examine issues such as inequalities in
health, the role of medical professionals, the influence of news and social media, and how the media shapes
identity, culture and power. The course is assessed entirely through three written exams at the end of Year
13. There is no coursework. Students will need to apply theories, research and real-world examples in
extended essay-style answers.
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The A Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes an
integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills
including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual
and society.

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the culture and society of
countries where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills. They will do this by using authentic spoken and
written sources in Spanish.

The following elements make up the content of this two-year course:
∙ Social issues and trends
∙ Political and artistic culture
∙ Grammar
∙ Works – study of literature/film
∙ Individual research project

Spanish 

A Level: Level 3

Why Spanish?
Spanish is the second most widely-spoken language in the world with over 400 million speakers. Being able
to speak Spanish can provide you with numerous academic and career opportunities.

Language skills alone are already an advantage in potential employers’ eyes, but Spanish even more so, as
it’s so widely spoken. Many British and American companies conduct business in Spanish-speaking countries,
and with over 30 million Spanish speakers in the US alone, it’s a great skill to have if you’re looking to work
abroad. Moreover, Spanish is the third most commonly used language on the Internet.

What’s expected from me?
You should have a passion for learning the language and be interested in exploring the culture and society of
Spanish speaking countries.

You should have a sound knowledge of the Spanish grammar and a broad vocabulary. You will be expected
to have a proactive attitude, an independent style of learning, good time management and organisation skills
as well as being able to meet deadlines.

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Spanish Grade 7

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Advanced GCE in Spanish
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A broad basis of study for the sport sector. This qualification is designed to support progression to higher
education when taken as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A
Levels. The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport is an Applied General qualification for post-
16 learners who want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to
higher education and ultimately to employment in the sport sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to
one A Level, and it has been designed as a full two-year programme when studied alongside a further two
Level 3 qualifications.

The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it
supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional bodies have also been involved and
consulted to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners who
may choose to enter employment directly in the sport sector.

Sport

Why Sport?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to
meeting admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two-
year programme of study. It combines well with a large number of subjects and supports entry to higher
education courses in a very wide range of disciplines (depending on the subjects taken alongside).

For learners who wish to study an aspect of sport in higher education, opportunities include:
▪ BA (Hons) in Sport Studies and Business, if taken alongside A Levels in Business and Maths
▪ BSC (Hons) in Sport Psychology, if taken alongside A Level Biology and A Level in Psychology 
▪ BA (Hons) in Sports Education and Special and Inclusive Education, if taken alongside an A Level in English 

Language and a BTEC National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts 
▪ BA (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science, if taken alongside A Level Biology 

What’s expected from me?
▪ You need to be passionate about anatomy and physiology, health, fitness, training, sport activities,

practical sport.
▪ You will need to be self-motivated and good at meeting deadlines.
▪ This course has a substantial amount of independent study
▪ You are also able to take the Level 2 Sports Leadership award alongside this qualification

BTEC: Level 3

Minimum entry requirements:  GCSE Physical Education Grade 4, GCSE English Language Grade 4, 
GCSE Maths Grade 4, GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics Grade 4 or
GCSE Combined Science Grade 4-4 

Examination Board:  Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport

This Course 



Enrichment Subjects 

Mathematical Studies (Core Maths)

AS Level: Level 3

The AQA Level 3 Certificate in Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) – Statistics Route is a 1 year course
offered as an Enrichment option. Mathematical Studies offers students the opportunity to extend their
mathematical skills beyond GCSE with a strong focus on real-world application. This course develops
confidence in handling and interpreting data, using statistical techniques, and applying mathematics to
practical contexts such as finance, estimation, and problem solving. It’s ideal for students studying subjects
like Psychology, Biology, Geography, Business, or Social Sciences, where data analysis plays a key role, and
supports progression to university or employment by enhancing quantitative and analytical skills.

Minimum entry requirements: GCSE Maths Grade 4

Examination Board: AQA Mathematical Studies 2A (Statistics route)

Why Mathematical Studies?
Studying AQA Level 3 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) is a great choice for students who want to keep
developing their maths skills after GCSE but aren’t taking A Level Maths. It helps bridge the gap between
GCSE and higher-level study or employment by focusing on real-life applications of mathematics.

Here are some key reasons to study it:

🔢 Practical and relevant: You’ll learn maths that applies directly to everyday life, including managing
finances, interpreting data, and understanding statistics.

📊 Supports other subjects: It complements A Levels such as Psychology, Biology, Geography, Business,
and Economics by strengthening your ability to analyse and interpret numerical information.

🎓 Valued by universities and employers: Core Maths shows that you can think logically and handle
data—skills that are highly regarded in higher education and the workplace.

💡 Confidence with numbers: It helps you become more confident and capable when dealing with real-
world problems that involve maths, such as budgeting or evaluating risks.

What’s expected from me?
Students taking AQA Level 3 Mathematical Studies are expected to engage fully in lessons, apply maths to
real-life problems, and think logically when tackling unfamiliar situations. They should complete all practice
work and assessments on time, communicate their reasoning clearly, and take responsibility for developing
confidence with data, statistics, and everyday maths skills. Collaboration, discussion, and a positive attitude
towards problem solving are key to success in this course.

This Course 



Extended Project Qualification

Level 3

The Extended Project Qualification offers students the opportunity to take control of their own learning
through an in-depth, independent piece of research. It allows them to explore a topic of personal interest
beyond the scope of their A Level or BTEC courses, developing valuable skills in critical thinking, research,
analysis, and academic writing.

Students design, plan, and deliver a project in the form of a dissertation, investigation, or artefact,
supported by a presentation that showcases their findings and reflections. The EPQ is highly respected by
universities and employers alike, as it demonstrates motivation, independence, and the ability to manage a
substantial academic task from start to finish.

Why Extended Project Qualification?
Through the EPQ, students learn how to research independently, think critically, manage time effectively, and
communicate complex ideas with clarity and confidence. These are the same skills universities and employers
value most.

Many universities recognise the EPQ as excellent preparation for undergraduate study, with some even
lowering grade offers for students who achieve highly. Beyond academic recognition, completing an EPQ
builds confidence, resilience, and intellectual curiosity — qualities that help students thrive in any future path
they choose.

What’s expected from me?
Studying the EPQ requires commitment, independence, and strong organisational skills. As a student, you are
expected to:
• Choose a unique topic that interests you and demonstrates academic value, either linked to your current

studies or future career aspirations.
• Plan and manage your project effectively, setting realistic milestones and meeting deadlines throughout

the process.
• Conduct thorough research using reliable sources, critically analysing information and developing your

own informed perspective.
• Produce a formal report or artefact that clearly communicates your findings, ideas, and conclusions.
• Deliver a presentation summarising your project, reflecting on your learning process, and responding

confidently to questions.
• Work independently while seeking guidance from your supervisor when needed, demonstrating

responsibility and self-motivation.

Successful completion of the EPQ shows universities and employers that you can take initiative, work
autonomously, and manage a substantial academic project from start to finish.

Minimum entry requirements:  None

Examination Board:  AQA Level 3 Extended Project

Enrichment Subjects 

This Course 



Performing Arts 

This exciting course will suit students who enjoy performing, working together and developing ideas and
concepts. You will develop a range of skills relating to dancing, acting and singing. The course provides
opportunities to develop skills in creativity and performance, audition preparation and professional training
in each discipline. You will also be expected to produce and perform in a minimum of two external
performance including the whole school show and a straight play or dance performance. You can choose
from the following pathways; Dance, Drama or Musical Theatre.

Focus this year has been on:
• Acting Styles
• Performing in different texts
• Musical theatre
• Choreography for live performance
• Contemporary dance technique
• Group performance work (devised)
• Physical theatre techniques
• Community theatre

Why Performing Arts?
Enhance confidence and communication skills required in all aspects of life. Performing Arts is useful for a
career in Teaching, Business, Marketing, Law, Advertising and also Health and Social Care.

What’s expected from me?
Students need to be interested in all aspects of Performing Arts. Excellent time management skills are 
essential and you must be confident performing in front of an audience. 

Minimum entry requirements: A passion for Performing Arts

Examination Board: None

Enrichment Subjects 

This Course 



Sports Leadership

These courses will help you to develop your organisation, motivation and communication skills. In Year 12
The Level 2 Community Sports Leadership Award will help you to become a positive role model in Sport, to
learn how to mentor others and to use your leadership skills in a variety of different ways.

Achieving the nationally recognised Level 3 Higher Sports Leadership Award in Year 13 enables you to lead
unsupervised groups of people in sport and recreational activities. It teaches generic transferrable
leadership skills such as organisation, planning, communication and teamwork through the medium of sport.

Level 2 & Level 3

Why Sports Leadership?
These courses will suit students who have a passion for sport and who may be interested in pursuing a career
in sports management or leadership.

They combine well with Physical Education and Sport BTEC. They are fun and practical courses, with no
entrance requirements or final examinations to sit.

What’s expected from me?
To begin the Level 2 Award, you may have already gained your Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership or this
may be your first step on the volunteering pathway.

The Level 3 Award builds upon the skills and experience gained through the Level 2 Award in Community
Sports Leadership and the Level 2 Award in Sports Leadership.

We expect students to be actively involved in sport outside school, to be enthusiastic and to be committed.
Ideally students will be participating at a club level or above as a competitor, leader or as an official. You are
also required to support and run extra curricular clubs during break-times, lunch-times and after school
clubs.

Minimum entry requirements:  None

Examination Board:  Sports Leaders UK Level 3 Certificate in Higher Sports Leadership (QCF)

Enrichment Subjects 

This Course 



Work Experience

This Course

Work experience offers an opportunity to get experience in a chosen career, to gain key soft skills and
knowledge in the competitive working environment.

On work placements, you will get the opportunity to work in a particular role or work in a variety of roles.

If you are unsure of your career pathway, work experience gives you an unique opportunity to explore a
wide range of career pathways, learning and enhancing new soft skills. It is also a great way to put theory
into practice and can help you gain actual skills, such as using a piece of equipment or software.

Enrichment Subjects 

Minimum entry requirements:  None

Examination Board:  None – but will look great on your CV!

Why Work Experience?
Work experience also helps you to:
• Evaluate your skills and knowledge and focus on developing them
• Build your confidence through working with others
• Evidence your ability to take on new challenges and succeed in new areas of your professional

development
• Bridge the Sixth Form and the world of work gap
• Gain valuable advice from professionals working in a variety of industries and hear their stories
• Obtain references for future job applications and career opportunities
• Help you to understand how organisations work from an internal perspective and how they are affected

by external market forces
• It also allows you to establish a clearer picture of what kind of working environment and career pathways

may suit you

Work Experience placements will run from 11am onwards, every Wednesday, after the October Half Term of
Year 12. We would encourage all students who are considering this Enrichment option to begin reaching out
to potential placements as early as possible to maximise their chance of securing their preferred option.

What’s expected from me?
Take an active interest in the work being done and ask questions, show enthusiasm, and look for
opportunities to learn. Participate in tasks rather than waiting to be told what to do. Arrive on time and be
ready to start work at the agreed time. Inform your supervisor and school in advance if you’re delayed or
unwell. Treat the placement as if it were a real job — dependability matters. Dress appropriately for the
workplace and be polite and respectful. Follow instructions and workplace rules carefully. Be open to
feedback and use it to improve. Show curiosity about how the organisation works. Take notes or reflect on
what you learn. Follow health and safety guidelines. Report any problems or concerns to your supervisor.
Keep confidential information private.



This course is mandatory for students who
achieved less than a Grade 4 in their English
GCSE. Students will spend at least the same
amount of time on homework as they spend in
the classroom. The focus is on revision and exam
style questions. This course covers the same
material as the GCSE English course with revision
condensed to fit into two-and-a-half terms.

Retake English

Why Retake English?
It will help students in their Sixth Form courses and
achieving a Grade 4 or above and will enable them
to access courses at university, access other
education institutions and future employment.

What’s expected from me?
▪ 100% attendance
▪ Completing all class work and home work
▪ Proactive attitude
▪ Independent style of learning
▪ Good time management
▪ Motivation to achieve a grade 4 or higher

This Course 

Retake Maths

Why Retake Maths?
It will help students in their Sixth Form courses
and achieving a Grade 4 or above and will enable
them to access courses at university, access other
education institutions and future employment.

What’s expected from me?
▪ 100% attendance
▪ Completing all class work and home work
▪ Proactive attitude
▪ Independent style of learning
▪ Good time management
▪ Motivation to achieve a grade 4 or higher

This course is mandatory for students who
achieved less than a Grade 4 in their Maths
GCSE. Students are expected to spend their
lesson time and an additional 3 hours outside of
class studying the areas of Mathematics that will
support them to gain at least a grade 4 or above
in the GCSE examination. The focus is on revision
and exam style questions. This course covers the
same material as the GCSE Mathematics with
revision condensed to fit into two-and-a-half
terms.

GCSE: Level 2 GCSE: Level 2

Minimum entry requirements:  A mandatory requirement for any student who has not achieved a Grade 4 
or higher in GCSE English Language and/or GCSE Maths

Examination Board: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE  (9-1) in English Language 
Pearson  Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics

This Course 



Testimonials
Thoughts of our current and previous students…

I did verymuchlovemytimeat Sixth Form,aswell asthe5 yearsI

spenttherebeforethat. I missschoolso muchand wish I didnõt

complainaboutschoolasoftenasweall usedto! I wouldturn backtime

in a heartbeatasI imaginemostofuswouldtoo!

– Year 13 Leaver (2024)

I really enjoyed going 
to TBS Sixth Form and 
meeting new people

support, time, care 
and encouragement

loved the people there

I am glad that I stayed 
there for an extra 2 

years

plenty of opportunities to do new things 
as well as experiences

lots of support 

friendly and positive 
atmosphere throughout the 

Sixth Form

Sixth Form was 
amazing

I loved how lesson were run, 
and I think the Sixth Form had 

an amazing friendly 
atmosphere where the staff 

act more like colleagues than 
your bosses

independent studies enabled 
group/partner discussions and 
gave us the choice of where to 

study

being allowed to leave the 
building for lunch gave us greater 

freedom

the opportunity to use the Sixth Form area 
for further study after hours

was always someone 
to talk to about 

anything

ample amounts of kindness and felt 
very understood

small class sizes because it enabled us to 
have more feedback and more 

personalized lessons



Find a whole new group
of friends who we all still
speak to each other now

Great atmosphere!

Level of freedom we were given

Freedom and 
independence

I can't actually think of a
negative

Support available for every 
student in the sixth form

It's a real shame
that those two
years went so

quickly

Silent study room, where we 
had to focus on our own work 
and couldn't talk to anyone, 
meant that I could focus on 

what I need to do for my 
subjects without getting 

distracted

Wide range of support that my
teachers provided to help me in
the areas that I was struggling

with

Really good for those of us who 
just wanna buckle-down. No 
drama, everyone who made 

secondary school miserable are 
out of the picture

Support from staff in sixth form was amazing

Great learning
environment and

emphasis on good
values

The teachers really care about your
success

We had enough independence to really
start thinking and working for ourselves

I couldn'treallythink of anynegativesof sixth form at TBS... My

two yearsof sixthformat TheBuckinghamSchoolweresomeof the

bestyearsof myschoolexperienceandI reallylearneda lot fromthe

experience.

é I hopeyouandall theteachersaredoingwell andthat theTBS

SixthFormcontinuesto improveandbecomethebestit canbe

– Year 13 Leaver (2025)

I loved my experience at 
the Buckingham School 
and I hope to see the 

school continue to thrive



Beyond Sixth Form
What can Sixth Form lead to?

Volunteering role 

within the NHS
Marketing 

Apprenticeship

Studying Psychology

Studying Creative 

Writing & Illustration

Studying Electronic and 

Electrical Engineering
Studying Physiotherapy

As well as full-time work, apprenticeships in areas such as Marketing and
Agriculture, here we take a look at where just some our students progressed to
after leaving Sixth Form…

Apprenticeship



Studying Sports 

Therapy 
Studying History

Studying Physiotherapy Studying Law

Studying Sport and Exercise 

Science

Studying Biomedical Science Studying Dentistry

Studying Environmental Science Studying Film



Contact:

Sixth Form Administration
sixthform@buckinghamschool.org

01280 812206

The Buckingham School, London Road, Buckingham MK18 1AT

Tel:  01280 812206  Email:  office@buckinghamschool.org

www.buckinghamschool.org

mailto:sixthform@buckinghamschool.org
mailto:office@buckinghamschool.org
http://www.buckinghamschool.org/

