YOU Can't revise English Language

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Paper 2: Writer's Viewpoints and Perspectives

- ' Writing
G C S n l S m e 145 e 145
50% of GCSE e 50% of GCSE

4 mark comprahension question - st 4 mark comprehension question - T/F
8 mark question on language analysis 8 mark question using summary skills
8 mark question on structure 12 mark question on language analysis
20 mark evaluation and response question 16 mark question comparing sources
Writing (50% af this paper) Writing (50% of this paper)

English Literature

Paper 1: Shakespoare and the Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
Nineteenth Century Novel

e 1 hour 45 mins e 2 hours 15 mins

e 40% of GCSE e B0% of GCSE

' { Romeo and Juliet (45 An Inspector Calls (45 mins)
mins) NO extract, choice between two questions

Extract and question. Write about the on sither charmciar o theme

oxiract and the play as o whole

Power and Conflict (45 mins)
A Christmas Carol (45 mins) One poem provided in full, compars It 10

Extract and question  Write about the any other from the 15 in the anthology

oxiract and the novel as & whole

Unseen Poetry (45 mins)

Analyse the provided poem in depth, then
answer a shortor question companng it to a
second, provided poem




Move to Targeted
Revision Classes

Students have been
placed according to their
average current
attainment and each class
has bespoke focus based
upon the grades that are
being aimed for within the
class but no-one is
capped.

We will be reviewing the
class lists, schedule and
foci after the mock exams
have been completed
ready for the final term of

Schedule:

w/C

LESSON FOCUS

EXAM QUESTION

UNSEEN

5/1-B

LP2 - (Q1)
Q2+Q3

11n

12/1-A

ACC

R+]

11s

19/01-B

LP2 - Q4+Q5

11n

26/01-A

R+]

LP2 01+02+Q3+0Q4

11s

02/02-B

Lit Mock Prep

11n

Lang P2 — Monday 2nd
Lit P1 — Friday 6t

09/02 - A

PLC? METT
DEPENDENT

UNSEEN POETRY

11s

FEBRUARY HALF TERM

23/02-B

PLC? METT
DEPENDENT

02/03-A

AlC

AlC

09/03-B

LP1 - Q1+Q2

16/03 - A

P&C

LP1 Q1+0Q2+Q3+0Q4

23/3-B

LP1 Q3+Q4

EASTER HOLIDAYS

13/4-A

R+]

ACC

20/4-B

LP1 Q5

27/4-A

ACC

LP1 Q5

04/05-B

LP1

SLE DUE

11/05-A

INDIVIDUALISED REVISION

11™ MAY LITP1

18/05-B

INDIVIDUALISED REVISION

19TH MAY LITP2
215TMAY - LP1

MAY HALF TERM

01/06-A |

| | 5THJUNE - LP2




Our English Language and Literature Revision PLC
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vDAAFmYGYVYUmaK7ktJunzg8DCddVuRvdZvnK16ERwo/edit?usp=sharing

Revision Guides in Reprographics - available via Parentmail
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AQA have
updated their
guestions in the
last year so
please be
weary of
language
revision books it
could cause
confusion!

We also have a
limited amount
of exam papers
in the new
format available
to us.

A reminder of the changes

Paper 2

* Question 2 has been rewbrded 1

* Question 4 has a change to the word

Mark schemes




Romeo and Juliet
Google Classroom

5dmvblo

GCSE Language
Google Classroom

jjydbam

A Christmas Carol
Google Classroom

17chd3f

Power § Conflict
Google Classroom

ijroii/

Unseen Poelry
Google Classroom

humnb3yv

An Inspector Calls
Google Classroom

r5reieh




In E9 | have a
wall of past
exam questions
that students
can come and
at break, lunch
or after school.

| also have a
revision library
where students
can borrow
books.
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REVISION DROP INS WITH MRS MERRICK IN €9
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 3:15-4.00PM
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Currently, the
revision sessions
are self led with

support from me.

After the mock
exams we will set

up a schedule of

specific revision
needs and share it
with the students.

Teachers will also
point students
towards sessions that
will benefit them.




How can | help my child study English at home?

e All students have access to Google Classroom and they will be set
specifics by their own teachers as well as having the bespoke
classrooms.

e Encourage students to be updating their PLC and Ta-da lists.

e Encourage students to ask their teachers for support when stuck; in
person, email or via the classroom it may not be responded to instantly
but it will get a response!

e Discuss language with them at every opportunity. Ask them about the
word choices used on TV, in newspapers, even in conversations!

e Read nonfiction and fiction texts including newspapers
(Broadsheet only) opinion articles, blogs and news websites.

e \Watch the film adaptations of the texts and discuss what the
similarities and differences are.

e Discuss the characters, settings and themes of TV programmes
you might be watching with them.

e The same for the literature texts they’ve studied!

e Make sure they have re-read or ‘audiobooked’ the lit texts again!




Paper 1

Small changes to assessments announced on 30 January
2025

Question 1 - changad to a multiple-choice question

Question 2 - no changes

Question 3 - now focuses on a single effect, for example, ‘How
has the witer structurad the text to create suspense’ elc.

Question 4 — has had the reference to a ‘student’ making the
statement removed, making the focus on the statement clearer.
There has also been a change to the wording of the second bullet
point referring to methods.

Question 5 — prompt reminds students they can use their
imaginations, and they do not have to describe the exact picture

Question 5 — narrative option now asks students to write an
‘opening’, rather than a whole narrative

English Language Question Changes

Further enhancements made on 10 November 2025, following
teacher feedback

Paper 1, Question 1 — multiple-choice layout is now more in line
with Paper 2, Question 1, where students are asked to shade the
circle in a box to record their answer, rather than place a tick

Mo changes

Mo changes

Question 4 — we've made this question clearer so that learners
can agree and/or disagree with the statement, rather than just
doing one or the other,

We also made the decision to ensure that we will always
foreground the question by stating which part of the extract the
question refers to.

We've added a further comment within the question to support an
evaluative response.

Mo changes

Mo changes




Paper 2

English Language Question Changes

Small changes to assessments announced on 30 January Further enhancements made on 10 November 2025, following
2025 teacher feedback

Question 2 — has been reworded to improve clarity Mo changes
Question 3 — no changes Mo changes

(Juestion 4 — has a change to the wording of the second bullet Mo changes
point referring to methods

Question 5 — no changes Mo changes




Example
Resources



1.

Read varied quality
fiction

Make an imagery bank of
impressive vocabulary and
effective figurative language to
use in your own writing.

Create a log of structural devices
you have enjoyed reading —
interesting narrative
perspectives, unexpected twists,
texts that play with time,

6. Proof read and improve your
work

Have you included everything on your
checklist?

Check and upgrade your: paragraphing,
sentences, punctuation, vocabulary,
imagery and structure.

Ask somebody else to read your work
and give you feedback

Set yourself new targets to improve

GCSE Englizh language Revision Flow Chart - Writing Fiction (Paper 1)

2. Look at examples of successful
exam responses

Read example answers / past exam responses
Annotate why they are good

Highlight, adapt and learn effective phrases in the

response

Annotate where they use suggested language
devices or structural features.

Use examples in revision guides as models for
YOUT OWN responses.

5. Write responses to creative

writing tasks based on an
image prompt.

Spend 40 minutes writing up your
description / narrative

Write about 2 sides of A4

Use your checklist and planning to
guide your response

Make sure your ending Is deliberately
crafted.

3. Create your own checklist for successful
creative writing

Look back over your previous written pieces and create a list of
targets for you personally to remember.

Add to your list — what has your teacher suggested should be
included for a piece of writing to be successful? Consider
sentences, punctuation, vocabulary, imagery and structure,

~N LU
<

4. Plan responses to creative writing tasks based
on an image prompt.

Pick out 5 main things to focus on in the image.

Come up with interesting and ambitious words, phrases and
imagery for each thing.

Plan how you will structure your response to include an
interesting start and effective ending.

Plan how you will use Drop / shift / follow / z00m



GGSE Engliszh language Revision Flow Chart - -dtlag Non- fFiction (Paper 2)

>

4 1. Develop your onlnions ) /2. Read varied quality non-fiction X
[ on the world ' \ " 3. Look at examples of successful exam
* Read journalistic non — fiction: travel writing, T
* Watch the news and talk to your comment pieces etc. * Roadwample snswers / pist exam responsas
parents and friends about - * Make an imagery bank of impressive vocabulary and ‘ o Annotete why/they srgood
. ;::: :'v-‘:f:;‘:o' trustworthy eﬂ:ftive fpscaitie. ngage (o wne b . owm * Highlight, adapt and learn effective phrases in the response
writing. 2 h
PRS- SDUCeY * Notice how writers create certain tone in their pleces Q’:::::; ?e’::::s oy use suggested languege devices of
* Watch documentary films on a and create a bank of vocabulary and phrases that you . U AT ol dels
wide range of topics and talk R YEECP P, | se examples in revision guides as models for your own
about your perspectives on what | * Annotate articles to notice how they are structured \_ i o
NN have seen. P4 . and create suggested article structure for yourself. = &
6. Write responses to non-fiction 7 e o -
( writing tasks. \ /5. Plan responses to non-fiction ' 4, Create your own checklist for successful
' writing tasks. \ non-fiction writing
4 4 i Iti
j‘::::’atieem I * Get a bank of questions: past papers * Look back over your previous written pieces and create a list
o Write about 2 sides of A4 ‘ online, mini mocks, past questions set ’ of targets for you personally to remember.
* Use your checklist and planning to guide your for home revision, previous assessment * Add to your list — what has your teacher suggested should be
response tasks, practice questions In revision Included for a piece of writing to be successful? Consider
\'* Ml ture your snding is deliberataly crafted. guides. \ sentences, punctuation, vocabulary, imagery and structure,
- = * Come up with your own tasks based on
issues in the news.
* Plan for an engaging introduction, 3
/7. Proof read and improve your work \ main big ideas and a conclusion,

* Plan what evidence, facts and examples

‘ J
* Have you included everything on your checklist? \ y(:uiwlll include to support your point /
of view.

* Check and upgrade your: paragraphing, sentences, \ ,
punctuation, vocabulary, iImagery and structure. S e
* Ask somebody else to read your work and give you
feedback
\_* Set yourself new targets to improve
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\ \
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Learn subject |
terminology

Look, cover, write, check. ' -
Create cue cards and quiz with

your friends
Make a test for others to
complete

:/’

/ e

. Complete practice questions

Get a bank of questions: past papers
online, mini mocks, past questions set
for home revision, previous assessment
tasks, practice questions in revision
guides.

Answer gquestions in timed conditions.
Self assess using the marking criteria
you have been given and set yourself
targets.,

Give work to your teacher to check.

o~

/ 4 2. Learn suggested approaches to

each exam question

Read over your notes In your exercise book and
create a cue card for each guestion

Complete a revision clock for each paper with
suggested strategies in each segment

Watch Youtube videos for each question and
make notes (Mr Bruff, Stacey Reay, Mr Salles
Teaches English, etc.)

Learn what is on each paper and how long you
should spend on each question,

5. Practice reading and
annotating unseen texts.

« * Read short storles and articles from

past papers or the Anthology of Great
Writing

* Read articles / comment pieces in the
newspaper

* Practice speed reading and summarising
what you have read - check with a
friend

* Practice annotating texts in detail for
language, structure and viewpoints

%

=

GCSE Englizh language Revision fFlow Chart - Reading (Paper | and 2)

-3. Learn key analytical phrases and vocabulary

to include

* Create a glossary of phrases from suggested language your
teacher has given you

* (Create cue cards to remind yourself of what key phrases mean

* Look, cover, write, check.

\

\\

4. Look at examples of good responses

\

* Read example answers / past exam responses

* Annotate why they are good

* Highlight and learn key analytical phrases in the response

* Annotate where they use suggested structures

* Use examples in revision guides as models for your own
responses.




. Calis’ you could aiso watch 3 film version.

GCSE English literature Revision Flow Chart (Paper | and 2)

/ “\
/1. Re-read the texts N\

Paper 1:
*  ‘An Inspector Calls’
*  Power and conflict poetry

=

Paper 2:
*  ‘Romeo and Juliet’

*  Unseen poetry
For Romeo and Juliet’ and "An inspector

>
( 6. Plan essay responses

* Get a bank of questions: past papers
online, past questions set for home
revision, previous assessment tasks,
practice questions in revision guides.

* Look at examples of good essays and
annotate with why they are good: check
revision guides.

* Create your own detailed plans: set out
your Big ldeas, quotes you would
include and what your key analysis
would be.

2. Know the plot

Read a plot summary (Shmoop, Spark Notes etc)
Create a list of key events on cue cards and check
you can put them in the right order.

Draw a comic strip version

Condense the plot into symbols / 20 key words.
Get a friend to quiz you on what happens.

Check your knowledge organiser (they are all on
the VLE!)

/

/'/ 5. Learn the relevant subject
terminology

* Create a list of terminology for
analysing language, structure and form
in your literature texts. (e.g. dramatic
irony, act, foreshadowing, metaphor)

* Make cue cards with devices and
definitions to quiz yourself and your
friends

* Practice annotating key quotes with the

\ relevant devices and explore effects

/3. Know the characters

* Read information on each character from a revision guide and
turn into your own notes.

* Watch a Youtube video on each character and make notes (Mr
Bruff, Stacey Reay, Mr Salles Teaches English, etc.)

* Create a mind map or revision clock for each character using
what you have learned

* Create key quotes cue cards for each character - quotes on one

\ side, analysis on the back

4. Know the themes

* Read information on each key theme from a revision guide and
turn into your own notes.

* Watch a Youtube video on each key theme and make notes (Mr
Bruff, Stacey Reay, Mr Salles Teaches English, many many more)

* Create a mind map or revision clock for each key theme using
what you have learned

* Create key quotes cue cards for each key theme - guotes on

* Check previous targets you have been given to improve your analysis before you begin

I " 7. Write practice paragraphs and full essay responses

* Self assess against criteria you have been given by your teacher or use self assessment
resources from the VLE

* Swap work with a friend and give each other strengths and targets to improve

one side, analysis on the back




Revision Clock:

Complete each
section of the
clock on
character or
theme. Add as
much detail as

possible. Creating
this will give you
a great overview
of the text.

You then revisit it,
revise a section
for ten minutes
and test yourself
on it.




When is it said?

Who said it?

What does the quote
means?

Methods used by the writer
Impact/effect on the reader
Link to context -historical,
biographical, social or
political

How does this change
through the play?

Does it link to another
moments?

What themes does it relate
to and why?



COLOUR EACH QUOTATION TO THE RELEVANT

ACT, OF ROMEO & JULIET
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STAVE FOUR

- ‘The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently, approached.”

- ‘It seemed to scatter gloom and mystery.’

- ‘It was shrouded in a deep black garment,
which concedled its head, its face, its form
and left nothing visiole.'

- ‘It was tall and stately.'

- ‘Scrooge feared the silent shape so much
that his legs frembled beneath him.'

- ‘There were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon
him.’

- ' hope to live to be ancther man from what | was, |
am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a
thankful heart.""

- s likely to be a very cheap funeral '

- ‘They were men of business: very wealthy, and of great
importance. He had made a peint of always standing
well in their esteem: in a business point of view that is;
stricily in @ business point of view.'

- “Every person has a right to take care of themselves.
He always did."' (Mrs Diloer talking about Scrooge)

- ‘Scrooge listened to this dialogue in homror.'

- “"Spirt!" zaid Scrooge, shuddenng from head to foot.
¥l see, | see. The case of this unhappy man might be
my own."'

- *Oh cold, cold, rgid, dreadful Death, set up thine altar
here.'

- “"Before that ime we shall be ready with the —
and even though we were not, it would b
fortune indeed to find so merciless a creditc

M

successor.”'

- “Let me see some tendemess connected ly
death."

- ‘Ah, poor Tiny Tim!" e

- "Den't mind it, father. Den't be ~ -
grieved!™ g7

- "My little, little child!" cried Bob. “My L el
ite child!™ e

- ‘The 3pirt was immovable as ever.’ | m

- “"Hear mel | am not the man | was. [will Lk
not be the man | must have been but for
this intercourse. Why show me this, if | am gh
hope2™

- 1 will honour Christrnas in my heart, and try 1030
all the year. | will live in the Past, Present, oys
Future. The Spirits of all Three shall stive within re
not shut out the lessons that they teach. Oh, 1
may sponge away the writing on this stone.™’

STAVE FIVE

‘He was so fluttered and so glowing with his good
intentions, that his broken voice would scarcely
answer to his call.”

- 'He had been sobbing viclently in his conflict with the
Spint, and his face was wet with tears.’

- 'His hands were busy with his garments all this fime:
turning them inside out, putting them on upside
down, tearing them, mislaying them, making them
parties to every kind of extravagance.’

- 'l am as ight as a feather, | am as happy as an
angel, | am as memry as a school-boy.™

- 'For a man who had been out of pracfice feor so
many years, it was a splendid laugh, a most illustricus
laugh.’

- ‘'No fog, nof mist: clear, bright, jovial, stiming, cold.”

- 'Oh, glonious. Glorious!”

- '""The Spints have done it all in one night. They can do
anything they like. Of course they can.™

- ""An inteligent boy!” said scrooge. “A remarkable
boy!™

- Mallow me to ask for your pardon.™

- ‘Everything could yield him pleasure.’

- 'Let him in! It is @ mercy he didn't shake his arm off.
He was at home in five minutes. Nothing could be

Learn some quotations!

Colour code THEME or IMAGERY.

Choose five quotations from each act and
memorise them.

Colour code quotations by character.
Draw pictures to help you remember key images.

Look for LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES (eg. metaphors,
similes, symbols)




Making the best use of flashcards:

Give yourself a decent pause before
flipping straight over to the answer. The
work your brain does during this moment
actually strengthens your brain, even if you
don’t get it right!

Prioritise the ones you cannot do. If you
don’t get the answer, revisit that card again
at the end of your revision session, have
another try at recalling the answer.

Do keep going over all your cards, even
the ones you are best at. Revisiting this
information is still valuable.

Get other people to test you!
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Self'QU 1ZZIN g ] Read a section of the play and

An Inspector Calls: Act 1 create quiz questions for
yourself which you can drill.
1. According to the stage directions the o
house should be heavily comfortable but This is a great way to know the
not ? text.
2. What*h.__-s h_-p_ "inthe stage
directions Sheila as she mentions how

absent Gerald was last summer? '
3. What ‘s’ does Sheila accuse Eric fo _}_ _/__
being? / ‘\
4. What ‘f’ does Birling say to the prospect

of war?
5. What three th Birling point to as markers S E N E C A

of progress?
6. What simile does Mr Birling use to
describe community?



Let them be the teacher!

Preparing to and teaching a topic is a great way
to learn the topic really deeply.

Ask your child to pick a topic (for example a poem
Power and Conflict anthology) and ask them to

prepare a 15 minutes lesson on it where they tell

you everything you need to know to understand \
the poem.

This could also be done with a ‘study buddy.’

It could be a series of activities or it could be
a presentation on the key ideas.
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09, ANALYSE
~ ONEQUOTATION




ive energy replace fossil fuels?

2.Should bottled water be banned?
3.Are mobile phones truly safe? 2
4.1s human activity a substan
5.Should all young children be given all y vaccinations?
6.The driving age should be lowered to 16 years old.
7.Single-sex schools are batter for student learning.
8.All people should be vegetarian,
9.Should people and organisations be fined for not recycling?
10.5hould Shakespeare be removed from the English curriculum?
11.Should students be graded on their handwriting?

tial cause for climate change? .

TAS_K: Write ﬂtu{:ponlng paragraph to one of these statements.
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P

Papers:

Revision should include both long and short activities. Yes exam questions are important but practising a
variety of exam skills is important too.

Exam questions are easily available on the website of the exam board. Use them to:

Plan questions - include paragraph plans, quotes, arguments, writer'’s methods

Write thesis statements - then rewrite them and again. Refine them until they are perfect. Are you
answering the question? Giving a personal response? Engaging with the debate? Showing you know
the text?

e Use the patterns and framing of the questions on past papers to frame your own. What kinds of things

could come up? Prepare for them.

Write a paragraph of an exam question. Reread and refine - have you met all the AOs?

Write a response to an exam question. Time yourself - how long did it take you to finish? Next time,
try to shave 10 minutes off. Keep doing this until you are close. Once you are, start doing it under
timed conditions. The more you practise, the faster you'll be.




Why is Mercutio an
important character in
‘Romeo and Juliet'?

He is funny and wilty: audience
entertainment

He is outside of the Capulet/Montague
houses, therefore shows that Romeo Is
also affected by male friendships, not just
the feud

He curses both houses - links to the
theme of fate.

He offers another perspective on love: he
is more cynical about it and mocks
Romeo.

Three key Mr Birling quotes

. “I'm talking as a hard-

headed practical man of
business”

. “It's my duty to keep labour

costs down"

. “I can't accept any

responsibility”

Three A03 context points
about Sixteenth century
attitudes to love

They thought being deeply in love was & kind of
iness or madness,

Marrying for love was a now fashion, as was the art
of wooing - it unsettied those who wanted the stalus
Quo undisturbed

Peopie at that ime normally got marmied in their
208, after apprenticeships - the age of R&J would
have been shocking

Was Shakespeare deing provocative, knowing the idea of
romantic love made some people nervous? Writing a play
that he knew would appeal to a new fashion? Celebrating
true love?
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Class notes

Instead of rereading class notes, write
them up Cornell-style after lesson.
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