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18t December 2025

Dear Parent / Carer,
KS4 Options Process and Information Evening

This is a very important and exciting time in your child’s education at the Buckingham School. Until now,
students have had very little choice about which subjects they study, as they have been required to follow the
National Curriculum.

As students move into KS4, they are given choices of the subjects that they would like to study. All students
will follow the core curriculum of English Language GCSE, English Literature GCSE, Mathematics GCSE,
Science GCSE, PE for health and fitness, Personal Development and Philosophy and Ethics. They are then
required to pick four further subjects.

The aim of our Options Process is simple: every student should be given the opportunity to choose a broad and
balanced curriculum that suits their interests and future aspirations.

In order to support you and your child in making this important decision we have put in place the following
timeline:

e Students are currently experiencing taster sessions for Business, Sociology, Psychology and Health
and Social Care, and will continue to do so throughout January in order that they can make informed
choices.We would like to invite you all to a Year 9 Options Information Evening, which will take
place on Wednesday 7™ January 2026 at 6pm. During this evening, we will explain the Options
Process in detail. Please book tickets via the following link by 2pm on Wednesday 7™ January 2026 to
inform us of your attendance: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/tbs-events/t-moggpdm. Due to the
capacity of the hall, we are limiting tickets to two tickets per household. Year 9 students need not attend
as this will be presented to them in an assembly. Options booklets and suggested pathway information
will be released to parents on Thursday 9" January 2025.

e Anonline Options portal will open on Friday 9" January 2026 for students to make their initial expression
of interest for each subiject.

e The online portal will close on Friday 23 January 2026 — these initial expressions of interest will help
us build our Option Blocks, avoiding as many clashes as possible and hopefully building our curriculum
around our students’ needs.

e A virtual online Parents Evening will be held on Wednesday 11" February 2026 — this will be one
meeting with a senior member of staff who will talk through the chosen Options. Further details
regarding this, including how to book an appointment, will be sent to you on 16" January 2026 via
ParentMail.

Should you have any questions about the options process do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,
Mr R Peel

Deputy Headteacher
rpeel@buckinghamschool.org

The Buckingham School is committed to ensure that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain
equipment, regardless of their financial circumstances. As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would
otherwise be unable to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if
you wish to seek assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding.
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