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6th July 2026 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Free School Meals and Pupil Premium:  
Please check your eligibility – even if your child would not eat a school meal 

 
From September 2026, the Government is making a significant change to Free School Meals eligibility.  
 
We are writing to every family to ask you to spend two minutes providing information in order that we can 
check whether your child qualifies, because registering benefits both your family and every student at the 
school, and this year in particular, some families who are already registered will need to be re-checked. 
 
What is changing in September 2026? 
From the start of the new academic year, every child in a household receiving Universal Credit will be 
entitled to a Free School Meal, regardless of household earnings.  There will be two categories of eligibility: 
 

• Targeted eligibility: for households receiving Universal Credit with annual earnings of £7,400 or 
less (after tax), or receiving one of the other qualifying benefits listed below. Children in this 
category receive a free meal each day and attract Pupil Premium funding for the school. 
 

• Expanded eligibility: new from September 2026, for households receiving Universal Credit with 
earnings above £7,400. Children in this category receive a free meal each day. 

 
Please also be aware that the ‘transitional protections’ which have kept some children registered for Free 
School Meals since 2018, even where family circumstances changed, come to an end on 31 August 2026.  
From September, eligibility will be based on your current circumstances, so it is important that all families, 
(including those whose children already receive Free School Meals), respond to this letter. 
 
Who qualifies? 
Your child may be eligible if you receive any of the following: 
 

Children whose parents/carers receive one of the following benefits are entitled to Free School Meals. 
Parents/carers who receive one of the Targeted Benefits generate Pupil Premium for their school. 

Targeted Eligibility: Expanded Eligibility 

• Universal Credit with an annual net earned 
household income of NO MORE THAN £7,400  

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of the State Pension 
credit 

• Parents with No Recourse to Public Funds 
contact your school about how to apply under 
this criteria. 

• Universal Credit with an annual net earned 
threshold income OVER £7,400. 

Children who receive Universal Credit in their own right are also entitled to free school meals. 
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Why registering matters, even if your child brings a packed lunch 
A Free School Meal is worth around £500 per child per year to your family.  But registration matters even 
if your child would never choose a school lunch.  For every student who qualifies under the targeted criteria, 
the school receives Pupil Premium funding of £1,100 per year, which we use to support learning across 
the school.  At The Buckingham School, this funding contributes to: 
 

• Additional academic support, small-group tuition and intervention in English and Maths 

• Revision guides, resources and equipment at no cost to families 

• Financial support towards school trips, visits and enrichment opportunities 

• Support with uniform, transport and access to extra-curricular activities 
 
Registering your child costs you nothing, does not oblige them to eat a school meal, and is completely 
confidential. Our cashless catering system means no student can be identified as receiving a Free School 
Meal. 
 
How to check and apply 
If you think you may be eligible, please complete this form: Sept 2026 FSM Application by 20th July 2026.  
This will ensure your child’s claim is processed in time for the start of the new term.  You can apply later, 
but we cannot guarantee the application will be processed before the start of the new academic year.   
 
When completing this form, please ensure you provide the names of all your children that attend 
The Buckingham School, including any Year 6 children that will be joining us in September 2026. 
 
If you are unsure whether you qualify, please do check, it costs nothing, and families are often surprised 
to find they are eligible. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs McFarlane, our Pupil Premium 
Champion on 01280 812206 or by emailing rmcfarlane@buckinghamschool.org. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mr R Peel 
Deputy Headteacher 
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