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Dear Parent / Carer,
Homework Expectations

As part of our vision for supporting students with their academic journey, we are pleased to be introducing
new homework expectations, in anticipation of a new policy in September 2026. Below is a summary of
what will be in place after half term. Students will be told about this in their assemblies next week. Please
talk to your child(ren) about these changes and how they can prepare for them.

In line with The Buckingham Way, rationale behind homework will work in the following ways:

e Years 7-9 (KS3) - Homework will be designed to engage students with the curriculum and their
subjects, and each task should take around 20-30 minutes to complete. Tasks will be set every 3-4
lessons in each subject and students will have a minimum of 1 week to complete them.

e Years 10-11 (KS4) - Homework will be designed to support the students with becoming independent
in their learning. Each task should take around 30-40 minutes to complete. Tasks will be set every 3-
4 lessons in each subject and students will have a minimum of 1 week to complete them.

e Years 12-13 (KS5) - Homework will be designed to give students the opportunity to become
exemplary learners. Teachers will set 1 hour of exam practice per week for each subject. This will be
completed by the students in their Assessment Hour study periods. Teachers may also set explicit
pieces of work which can be completed in Silent or Personal study time. Students will have a minimum
of 24 hours to complete explicit homework tasks.

All homework tasks will be specifically written into the subject’s schemes of work and therefore, all students
will be required to complete them, as failure to engage with them may result in them losing
learning. Educational research demonstrates that engaging with homework can add half a year’s progress
for secondary school students (Educational Endowment Foundation).

Homework tasks will all be set on the students’ Google Classrooms with clear instructions and submission
dates. Please support students at home with getting into the habit of checking their Google Classroom
every day and spending time completing homework tasks. For all Year Groups, we ask that the students
are reading through the instructions on the day the homework is set so that they have ample time to seek
support or arrange to use school resources to complete the work. Should you, as families, also have any
guestions about a homework task, please do contact the teacher directly via email. Students will also be
able to access quiet space and IT resources in the LRC both during lunchtimes and until 16:30 every day.

We will be working with the students, and welcome feedback from home as well, during the roll out of
homework in Term 6, to ensure that homework tasks are not overwhelming. Following this feedback and
trial period, the full and final Homework Policy will be approved by Governors then shared with you and
added to our website by September 2026.

The Buckingham School is committed to ensure that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain
equipment, regardless of their financial circumstances. As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would
otherwise be unable to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if
you wish to seek assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding.
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We intend to heavily reward students who embrace this shift in routine with house points and also hope
that they begin to see the value of the tasks set with building their knowledge, understanding and
confidence in their subjects. During the transition period in Term 6, students who don’t hand homework in
on time will be issued with a BO and will be given until the next day to submit the work. This will allow us
to track which students are struggling with managing their time or accessing the tasks without them building
up negative points. If they don’t hand it in on the second chance, they will then be issued another BO.
Subject to the success of the transition period, from September, we are aiming for students to have
developed their routines and will therefore be removing the BO will go straight to a B1 for non-submission
and a B3 plus after-school detention if not submitted on the second request. We will be updating our
Behaviour for Learning Policy accordingly.

To summarise the expectations around homework, please see the infographic below:
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As standard all teachers
will...

Set homework that engages students
with the subject (KS3)

Set homework that promotes the
development of independent learning
skills (KS4)

Set homework that allows the students
to be exemplary in their subject areas

To adapt all teachers
will...

Ensure that clear timeframes and
expectations are given to the students
(use DNA, as per in lessons)

Add homework tasks and any
accompanying resources to the Google
Classroom

Adapt resources and tasks to facilitate
accessibility, engagement and

All students will...

Complete homework on time

Use the resources in the LRC at
lunchtime or after school, if necessary
to complete or be supported with
homework

Communicate with their teachers the
day after homework has been set if
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students

Plan homework which is meaningful Encourage the use of technology to
support accessibility to homework to
mirror the usual way of working for

students.

and carefully sequenced into Schemes
of Work

Use homework to allow all students to
be successful in their subjects

for All

We are working hard as a school to ensure that the homework set is well-planned, engaging, accessible
and valuable for the students and look forward to celebrating some excellent work as a result. We also
look forward to taking you with us on this journey and bridging the gap between home and school by
sharing what the students are learning with you via homework.

Provide instructions to support
parental engagement with homework
completion

Yours faithfully,

Mrs R Beaumont
Assistant Headteacher & Director of Sixth Form
rbeaumont@buckinghamschool.org

The Buckingham School is concerned that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain equipment,
regardless of their financial circumstances. As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would otherwise be unable
to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if you wish to seek
assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding.
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