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Dear Parent / Carer,
Half Term Attendance Reset

As we head into Term 5 with our Summer exam season rapidly approaching and a large number of our student’s
preparing for vital periods of their education, we wish them lots of luck and are confident in their upcoming
success. Attendance will be as vital as ever as the link between attendance and attainment remains strong. We
are writing to families to remind them for the need to continue to impress on students the importance of frequent
attendance to school. The wide-ranging positive impacts regular attendance has on a child’s personal growth
and academic progress are widely researched and evidenced.

We also want parents to review their child’s current attendance and be aware of how many days they have
already missed off of school. When parents know the number of days their child is missing in a school year, it
allows them to have greater control over monitoring attendance and being mindful of future absences. We are
at a stage of the school year where any students who have already had around 13 days off of school, are in
danger of becoming persistent absentees (-90%) for the academic year.

Each half term students can reset and aim for 100% attendance for the new term (in this case, Term 5) and in
turn, continue to get recognition and rewards.

The School has begun a number of initiatives to encourage students into school this has ranged from our ‘The
ducks are coming’ mystery, double lunches for two weeks 100% attendance and the ‘Proud Pod’ for students
to show off the work they are proud of. These initiatives are designed to promote further pull factors into school
and excite students into regularly attending.

As we approach the final two half terms of this academic year, we hope that we will see an increase in students’
attendance and some excitement as we look forwards to more amazing school events such as the Sixth Form
and Year 11 Proms, Enrichment Week and sports days to name a few.

We encourage you to:

e Check your child’s attendance record regularly through the Edulink One: To use Edulink One for parent
attendance, log in via the app or website, find the "Attendance" or "Absence Reporting" icon, and view
your child's attendance or report an absence. Parents can see daily, lesson, and statutory attendance
data and can report an absence by selecting the dates and providing a reason.

e Discuss with your child any barriers to them attending and let the Attendance Team know, their Form
Tutor or Head of Year, so support can be implemented

e Actively encourage resilience and promote the benefits of regular school attendance

Notifying us of an absence:

As well as via Edulink One (see above), you can report an absence by calling the absence line on 01280
818923 or by emailing attendance @buckinghamschool.org

In addition, if your child needs to be picked up for an appointment such as a medical or dental
appointment, please use Edulink One to inform us via the absence reporting icon

The Buckingham School is committed to ensure that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain
equipment, regardless of their financial circumstances. As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would
otherwise be unable to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if
you wish to seek assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding.
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If you have any concerns about your child’s attendance or need support in improving it, please contact the
school’s Attendance Officer, your child’s Form Tutor or Head of Year. We are here to help.

Yours faithfully,

Mr M Wardle Mrs E Smith
Lead Deputy Headteacher Director of Attendance
esmith@buckinghamschool.org
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