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20th April 2026 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Lion’s Den Menu Masters Final -  Horwood House  
Monday 27th April 2026 

 
Following our inspiring visit to Sindhu in Marlow, our students have reached the pinnacle of the 
competition. We are thrilled to announce that they will now represent the school in the Lions’ Den Final of 
the Menu Masters Challenge, hosted at the prestigious Horwood House. 
 
This final stage is a high-stakes, "Dragon’s Den" style competition where our students will go head-to-head 
against other talented schools from across Buckinghamshire. It is a fantastic opportunity for them to 
showcase their hard work, creativity, and professional growth. 
 
On the day, students will: 

• Deliver their Winning Pitch: Presenting their culinary concepts to a panel of esteemed judges. 
• Engage with Peers: Observing presentations from rival schools to gain insight into different creative 

approaches. 
• Learn from the Pros: Hearing first-hand from industry experts about the diverse and rewarding 

career paths within hospitality. 
• Experience Excellence: Enjoying a professional lunch provided by the chefs at Horwood House. 

 
The cost of this trip is a voluntary contribution of £7 which covers the cost of transportation, administration 
and insurance.   
 
We ask that voluntary contributions are made via ParentMail, by Friday 24th April 2026. There is no 
obligation to make a voluntary contribution and no child will be excluded from the trip. However, it will be 
necessary to have sufficient contributions to cover the cost in order for the trip to go ahead.  If you are 
worried that you are unable to meet the cost of this trip, then please make an appointment to discuss this 
as soon as possible. 
 
To locate the trip in ParentMail, once logged in, from the main menu select Payments then “Shop” 
(shopping trolley icon) and you will find the trip listed here. If you have updated to the new version of 
ParentMail, from the Main Menu select Accounts and Products, then Products, and the trip will be listed 
here. 
 
You will shortly receive a Trip / Medical Consent Form via email from Buckinghamshire Council (please 
check your spam folder in case it is delivered there); please ensure this is completed and submitted by 
Friday 24th April. Your child will not be able to take part in this trip if we have not received this consent 
form. 
 
Please ensure you read the Parental Agreement that has been along with this letter.  You will be asked to 
agree to this in the Trip / Medical Consent Form. 
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The Buckingham School is committed to ensure that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain 
equipment, regardless of their financial circumstances.  As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would 
otherwise be unable to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if 
you wish to seek assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding. 
 

Should you have any issues accessing ParentMail, please email our Finance Team at 
finance@buckinghamschool.org.   
 
Students are required to wear full school uniform and should bring a drink and a snack for break time. 
Lunch will be provided by the venue.  
 
We would be delighted to welcome parents and guardians to join us on the day to support our students 
and watch the presentations. The event will begin at 10:00 AM and parents/guardians are asked to arrived 
from 9.45am. If you are interested in attending, please email me by Tuesday 21st April. This is essential 
so that we can provide final numbers to the venue for catering and seating purposes. 
 
Itinerary:  
08:40 Students meet staff by lockers  
08:45 Coach departs The Buckingham School 
09:00 Arrive at location  
13:30 Coach departs venue 
13:45 Arrive back at The Buckingham School  
 
We are incredibly proud of the students' achievements so far and look forward to seeing them represent 
our school with excellence during this event. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this trip, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Miss C Shanahan  
Careers Leader  
cshanahan@buckinghamschool.org 
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