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10th March 2026 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Y9 Menu Masters Challenge 
Careers Event 

 
At The Buckingham School, we believe that high-quality careers education is a fundamental part of our 
students' journey. It is not just about choosing a job; it is about developing the discipline, creativity, and 
people skills necessary to navigate life successfully. By connecting our Year 9 students with industry 
experts, we aim to inspire ambition and provide them with a tangible understanding of the professional 
world. 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our school has been selected to participate in the Menu Master 
Challenge; a prestigious pilot program in partnership with the Bucks Skills Hub. For this challenge, we 
are officially paired with Horwood House, a premier 4* hotel led by the award-winning entrepreneur 
Karim Kassam. 
 
This competition acts as a unique form of work experience, where students work in teams of six to 
design and pitch a concept for a new restaurant or "pop-up". The challenge requires a diverse range of 
skills: 

• Front-of-House: Focusing on marketing, branding, and the customer environment. 

• Kitchen-Side: Focusing on menu creation, geographical sourcing of ingredients, and food 
preparation. 

 
Schedule of Events 
The challenge will move through several key stages in March: 

• Stage 1: On Monday 9th March, students received their initial brief and introductory notes to begin 
forming their ideas. 
 

• Stage 2: Thursday 12th March, The Launch & School Pitch – This is a high-energy day where 
teams will work with representatives from the Skills Hub to finalize their concepts and pitch them. 

o Periods 1 & 2: South Side groups (Claydon, Chandos, and Whittlebury) will be out of 
lessons for their design phase. 

o Periods 3 & 4: North Side groups (Silverstone 1, Silverstone 2, Stowe, and Swan) will be 
out of lessons for their design phase. 

o Period 5: All groups will be out of lessons to deliver their final presentations. A winning 
team will be selected to represent our school at the grand final. 

 

• Stage 3: Tuesday 17th March, Industry Visit – The winning team from Stage 2 will visit Horwood 
House to shadow a lunch service and receive professional feedback to evolve their presentation. 
 

• Stage 4: Week commencing 27th April, The Grand Final – Our winning team will compete against 
other schools in front of a judging panel of industry leaders. 
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The Buckingham School is committed to ensure that every student should have the opportunity to attend school activities/obtain 
equipment, regardless of their financial circumstances.  As such, it may be possible to subsidise those students who would 
otherwise be unable to attend trips/purchase items. Please feel free to write in confidence to finance@buckinghamschool.org, if 
you wish to seek assistance, or obtain more information about Pupil Premium funding. 
 

This is an incredible opportunity for students to learn from icons like Karim Kassam and Michelin-starred 
chef Atul Kochhar. Beyond the competition, the winning team from the Grand Final may even be invited 
for a few days of formal work experience at Horwood House or one of Atul Kochhar’s luxury restaurants. 
 
We look forward to seeing the innovation and flair our Year 9 students bring to this challenge! 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Miss C Shanahan 
Careers Lead 
cshanahan@buckinghamschool.org 
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