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Dear Parent / Carer,
Year 10 End of Term Update

As the end of the school year comes to a close, | would like to take an opportunity to reflect on the wonderful
impact Year 10 students have had. They returned in September with pride in their step, and commitment
to their GCSE subjects. It's been a pleasure to see them so engaged in their learning.

The introduction of the Proud Pod this year has been a huge success. Every Friday, students across the
school gather to share what they are most proud of. It has filled me with joy seeing how many of our Year
10 students got involved, sharing their success stories with our Senior Leadership Team. From sporting
achievements, and auditions for shows, to making progress in subjects and improving their grades. Their
stories have been heard and recognised. Well done Year 10!

Earlier in the year, we saw the launch of Elevate Education, an organisation working with our students to
improve study skills, boost exam performance and manage stress with exams and assessments. Students
have completed two of the four sessions available this year. Their attitudes across each day were fantastic.
It was also great to see many parents attend the information evening to learn more. There are still
resources available for parents to access. If this is something you are interested in, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Huge congratulations to all of our Year 10 students for their incredible effort, and professionalism during
their recent work experience placements. You have stepped out of the classroom and into the professional
world with outstanding maturity, representing yourselves and our school brilliantly. | was lucky enough to
visit some of our students, and what | observed was just wonderful. Several organisations were so
thoroughly impressed by our students', that they have offered placements in the future!. Well done to all,
for your amazing achievements!

Our Year 10 students demonstrated incredible resilience and hard work during the recent mock exam
period. Despite the unprecedented hot weather throwing many challenges, and exams being rearranged,
your attitude and commitment remained excellent throughout. You refused to let the disruptions or the heat
break your focus, showing a level of maturity and dedication. You should all be incredibly proud of how
you handled the pressure.

As Year 11 approaches, attendance remains a key area of development for Year 10 students, with the
number of absences increased from last term. We understand that sickness cannot be avoided, but with
such an important year ahead, lost learning can cause gaps in key knowledge and missed assessments.
Please continue to keep tutors involved with any challenges students are having. We are keen to support
to ensure all potential is met.

On a more personal note, | want to acknowledge that this term has brought its own challenges for me.
During this time, the overwhelming compassion, kindness, and thoughtful messages | have received from
both parents and students have meant more to me than words can express. Your warmth and
understanding have provided immense comfort and strength when it was needed most. | am deeply
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grateful to be part of such a caring and supportive school community. Thank you all from the bottom of my
heart.

| am sure that many of you are welcoming a well-deserved rest. Although many are looking forward to the
Summer break, we recognise that this continues to be a challenging time for others. Below is a link to our
school website with support helplines available.

https://www.buckinghamschool.org/supportorganisations?action=saved

Finally, 1 would like to thank you for your ongoing support of the School and we wish you and your family
a fun-filled break. Bring on Year 11!

Best wishes to you all!
Yours faithfully,
Miss C Checkley

Head of Year 10
ccheckley@buckinghamschool.org
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