
Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact 2019-20 

Subject: Geography 

Year group: 8 

Periods per fortnight: 2 (Homework will always be set in week A) 

 

IMPLEMENTATION: 

Term Topics studied 
Add dates and any assessments 
included 

Extended learning opportunities 
(homework, controlled assessments, 
field work, trips etc.) 

How parents could 
support students 

Autumn 
Term 

Development 
Key Questions: 
What is development? 
How is money spread around the 
world? 
What other methods can be used to 
measure development? 
How can development change over 
time? 
What is the global development map 
missing? 
Why do people live in poverty? 
How can gender equality increase 
development? 
How do countries and organisations 
support development? 
What are Sustainable Development 
Goals? 
What is development? Review 

Development: 
Homework outline: 
1 Research and explain the Brandt line 
2 Compare development in Norway and 
Sierra Leone. 
3 ActionAid campaign 
4 Sustainable Development Goals poster 
 

Community links project outline: 
Working with WIPAC on development 
goals and their links to working with 
China.  
 
Interleaving opportunities: 
Map skills with poverty around the 
world.  
 
 
Russia 

Development 
Reading the news with a 
critical focus on reports of 
poverty around the world. 
 
Discuss how your work links 
to development and is the 
company you work for 
supporting sustainable 
development? 
 
 
 
 
Russia 
 
Reading the news with a 
critical focus on how Russia 
is portrayed and the types 

INTENT:  

The Geography department aims to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people 

that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching aims to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse 

places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the 

Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should 

help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the 

formation and use of landscapes and environments. We will foster a love and respect for their environment so 

they can appreciate how their own actions impact their world. Our curriculum enables students to develop a 

sense of informed outward lookingness and provides an articulation for pupils own geographical perceptions 

and understandings as well as enabling students to be aware of their emotional responses to issues around 

them and be supported in dealing with these. 

The curriculum we have chosen for this key stage aims to ensure that all pupils develop contextual knowledge of 

the location of globally significant places. We aim to instil a fundamental awareness not only of the rights but 

also of the responsibilities of people towards each other; widening the sphere of concern beyond the local and 

the national and understanding global connections to. We believe it is important for pupils to understand the 

processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are 

interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. Our curriculum will enable all 

to be confident in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data 

gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes. We have 

designed the curriculum so that students have the opportunity to interpret a range of sources of geographical 

information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

Furthermore, pupils have occasions to communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including 

through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. The knowledge gained and the skills 

honed will open up a wealth of opportunities to suit all ambitions. 

 



 
Extended writing practice: 
Explanations of changes over time.  
Assessment of the reasons for 
poverty. 
Evaluations of gender equality around 
the world. 
Analysis of the SDG. 
 
Assessment focus: 
Part 1 
Exam style questions, including 
extended writing and data analysis.  
Part 2 
Decision making paper around the 
idea of sustainable development.  
 
Russia 
Key Questions: 
What is the physical landscape of 
Russia? 
What is the climate of Russia? 
What biomes exist in Russia? 
Where do people live in Russia? 
Does geography help or hinder the 
Russian economy? 
What is GIS and how can I use it to 
investigate Russia? 
Why did Russia plant their flag on the 
seabed of the North Pole? 
 
Extended writing practice: 
Explanation of geographical features 
of Russia.  
Evaluation of whether the Geography 
of Russia helps or hinders its 
economy.  
 

Assessment focus: 
Part A 
Map and data analysis of Russia in 
relation to another country.  
Part B 
A mixture of exam style questions on 
weather and climate (link to year 7 
learning). 
 

Homework outline: 
1 Yakutsk: travel guide 
2 Population distribution map and 
analysis. 
3 Why did Russia plant their flag on the 
seabed of the North Pole? Investigation 
 
 

Interleaving opportunities: 
Weather and climate Russia comparison. 
Map locations and use of GIS  

of issues they report on.  
 
Use Google Maps to look at 
different areas of Russia and 
compare them.  
 
Watch the world weather 
forecasts and discuss the 
differences with weather 
around the world.  

Spring 
Term 

Rivers 
Key Questions: 
Why are rivers important? 
How does water flow into rivers? 
What work do rivers do? 
How do rivers change from source to 
mouth? 
How do rivers shape the land? 
How do I conduct a river fieldwork 
enquiry? 
How are rivers important to people? 
How do river floods create problems? 
How can flooding be managed? 
Why are rivers important? Review 
 
Extended writing practice: 
Explanation as to why rivers are 
important.  

Rivers 
Homework outline: 
1 Job advert for a hydrologist 
2 Cartoon strip to show the 4 ways that a 
river transports bedload.  
3 Follow the steps to draw a cross 
section 
4 3D waterfall 
5 Research Bradshaw’s rivers model- 
compare it to a local river. 
6 Map skills 
7 Research flood in Buckingham and 
write a newspaper article on it. 
 

Fieldwork/trip outline: 
Trip into Buckingham to see land use 
around the river, types of erosion and 
shape of river.  

Rivers 
 
Visit rivers and see how they 
impact their environment. 
Look and discuss their 
shape, speed, depth and 
bedload.  
 
Crayfishing is a great activity 
that can be done locally. 
Whilst doing this discuss the 
features of the river.  
 
Watch the news for reports 
of flooding, including flash 
flooding and its impact on 
the area.  



 
Assessment focus: 
Part A 
Conducting and writing up a rivers 
fieldwork investigation. 
Part B 
Speaking and listening on a 
geographical issue of their choice that 
they have studied since year 7. 
 
 

 
Interleaving opportunities: 
Comparison of photos and maps- 
students to give grid references and 
identify locations. Use of GIS. 
Impact of weather and climate on rivers, 
especially flooding.  

Summer 
Term 

Settlement and Population 
Key Questions: 
One planet, many people: How are 
populations changing? 
Where does everyone live, and why? 
How can we describe the structure of 
a population? 
Can we control population size? 
Why do people migrate? 
Where do people migrate to? 
What is urbanisation? 
How did urbanisation change 
Southampton? 
One planet, many people: How are 
populations changing? Review 
 
Extended writing practice: 
Explanation of reasons for migration. 
Evaluation of the issues surrounding 
controlling population size. 
Write up of case study: Southampton. 
 
Assessment focus: 
Part A 
Research and plan a Geographical 
investigation into an urbanised area. 
Use skills from previous investigations.  
Part B 
Exam style questions on Settlement 
and Population.  

Settlement and Population 
Homework outline: 
1 Use maps to explain the distribution of 
world population. 
2 Population pyramid analysis  
3 Comparison between Russia and 
China’s population 
4 Sliding doors style storyboard of a 
migrant.  
5 Use GIS map of EU and Asian city- 
compare the data and describe 
population growth.  
6 Fact file for Southampton  
 
Interleaving opportunities: 
Population problems in Russia.  
Comparison of photos and maps- 
students to give grid references and 
identify locations. 
Push/pull factors linking to development 
for migration. 
 
 

Fieldwork/trip outline: 
Trip to Milton Keynes to see 
urbanisation. 
Governor visit regarding town planning 
project. East/West Railway competition.  

Settlement and Population 
 

Discuss “dream” places to 
live and reasons for that.  
 

Watch the news for 
discussions about 
migration and reasons 
given for it. 
 
Research your area and 
see how it has changed 
over time. Has it become 
more urbanised? 

www.iom.int/world-migration  

IMPACT: 

By the end of key stage 3, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 

processes specified in the programme of study. Pupils will be judged on their world knowledge, 

geographical knowledge, geographical skills and geographical literacy, as well as the 7 school values 

as highlighted in our intention statement. 

http://www.iom.int/world-migration

