
Aims:

1) To ensure you know the GCSE format.

2) To provide you with practical revision strategies.

3) To give you strategies to support your child at home.

Key Stage 4 Philosophy and Ethics

“I KEEP six honest serving-men

(They taught me all I knew);

Their names are What and Why and When

And How and Where and Who.” Rudyard Kipling



Aims

1) To know the GCSE format.

2) To understand what your child needs to know and do. 

Section 1: Philosophy and Ethics 

GCSE



Exam information

 OCR Religious Studies B

 Philosophy and applied ethics- 4x papers 

 From 2012 

 2 papers sat consecutively 

 B601- Belief about Deity, Spiritual and religious Experience

 B602- Good and Evil, Science

 B603- Relationships and Medical Ethics

 B604- Peace and Justice, Media



Exam information

 Buddhism: Belief about Deity, Spiritual and religious Experience

 Buddhism: Good and Evil, Science

 Christianity: Relationships and Medical Ethics

 Christianity: Peace and Justice, Media



Paper structure 

 Students have to answer 2 questions per paper. Each question 

consists of 5 parts. 

a) 1 mark

b) 2 marks

c) 3 marks

d) 6 marks

e) 12 marks 

3 SPAG marks available for best d or e answer. 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/321370-question-paper-

unit-b601-philosophy-1-deity-religious-and-spiritual-

experience-end-of-life.pdf

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/321370-question-paper-unit-b601-philosophy-1-deity-religious-and-spiritual-experience-end-of-life.pdf


A-C questions (6 minutes)
 Simple sentences, bullet points, key terms. 

D questions (6 minutes)
 2 Paragraphs showing different views within the same religion. 

 Quotes/teachings must be included

 PEEL paragraphs 

E questions (15 minutes)

 4 Paragraphs showing different views within the same religion, the 

views of another religion or atheist and your own view.

 Quotes/teachings must be included and life experiences for your 

own view. 

 PEEL paragraphs 
Leaves 3 minutes for re-reading



Examiners reports

 Incredibly useful and offers key advice

 Underutilised by students 



Aims

1) Have practical revision strategies 

Section 2: Revision Strategies









Flash Cards-

http://www.cram.com/flashcards/test/

christianity-relationships-7782086

 Free to sign up

 Revision at every stage: 

a) creating flash cards

b) Memorising the cards

c) Test option

http://www.cram.com/flashcards/test/christianity-relationships-7782086


Turn your notes into pictures or 

diagrams such as flow charts

 Perfect for E questions

“Divorce is never right”

Roman Catholics

The Catholic Church does 

not allow divorce.

However, it permits a couple 

to separate and live apart.

Church of England

Divorce is permitted in the 

Anglican Church 

Jesus taught that the right course of 

action is the most loving thing to do

My View

….

Experience: 



Record notes and listen to them as often as 

possible.



Teach it
 Teaching other people helps you to learn yourself.

 Select a topic that you need to revise and try teaching it to a friend or 
fellow student, or even to an imaginary person. The thinking you need 
to do to work out how you would explain a topic to someone else is 
very effective revision. You will quickly identify where gaps lie in your 
knowledge and understanding, and find the topics that you need to focus 
on for the exam or end-of-module assessment.

 Even if you can't meet other students, you can still get help from people 
who don't know anything about the subject, if they're willing.

 Explaining something to them helps you get it clear in your own mind.

 You can tell them 'What I've learned today'.

 They can ask you short questions from exam papers or that you've 
developed.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subje

cts/zb48q6f

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zb48q6f


Window Pens - https://www.amazon.co.uk/FANTASTIC-

ChalkTastic-CHALK-PENS-

MARKERS/dp/B01E94W4OM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1476544673&sr=8-

1&keywords=window+chalk+pen

https://www.amazon.co.uk/FANTASTIC-ChalkTastic-CHALK-PENS-MARKERS/dp/B01E94W4OM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1476544673&sr=8-1&keywords=window+chalk+pen


How to Highlight 

effectively … 

1) Variety of colours

2) One or two words at a 

time.

3) Do something with it

DON’T EVEN BE 

TEMPTED TO!



Colour coded ideas 

Buddhist attitudes towards 
Environmental issues

1) Pollution

2) 8 Fold Path

3) Right Action

4) Kamma

5) Dalai Lama Quote “our 
responsibility towards others 
to ensure that the world we 
pass on is healthy…”

6) “Give 3 reasons why some 
Buddhists believe we should 
care for our environment.” [3]



Make notes focused



Noughts and Crosses
 Place 9 noughts and crosses grids on an A3 sheet 

of paper.

 In the centre grid identify 8 topic areas to revise 

and in the middle box a title or key topic area.

 Each topic area identified in the middle grid 

corresponds to one of the other 8 noughts and 

crosses grids. 

 Pupils then have to place in each box a key word 

or term related to that topic area.

 This can be used as a retrieval activity or 

revision activity of key words. 

 You can play where if you are putting your 

nought or cross in the box you must use the 

word in a sentence.



Examiners Reports-

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/332634-examiners-report-

june.pdf

“Some candidates gave unnecessarily extended responses to these sections however, 
especially to part (c) of the question. This is likely to have affected their overall time 
management. ”

“Just a few limited their chances to score highly by offering their opinions and 
evaluations to an issue. This is not required in (d) type questions.”

“Another positive development was that many students structured their (e) 
questions well. There was the use of a formulaic approach which did help students to 
structure their thoughts. The use of ‘linking’ language was quite sophisticated and 
enabled many students to show engagement in their writing, thereby achieving the 
top levels.” 

“Also examiners saw an increase in knowledge from a different religion being 
incorporated into the answer. However, it could only be credited if it was adding to 
the argument with a different point of view.”

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/332634-examiners-report-june.pdf


Practice Questions



Timed Mind maps



Repetition and Knowledge Recall



Aims

1) Understanding the emotional cycle of year 11

2) Know a formula for conversations that can develop your child's skills 

and abilities, and boost their progress.

3) Be able to boost your child’s resilience. 

Section 3: Helping your child cope 

with year 11



Coping Cycle- What to expect



Conversations

Aims of the Grow 

method:

1) To help your 

child to improve,

2) To show them 

that they are 

doing well,

3) Prevents 

mistakes being 

repeated,

4) To ensure goals 

are clear.



4 Elements of Resilience 



Characteristics of Resilience

1) Positive

2) Confident

3) Focused 

4) Creative

5) Flexible

6) Organised

7) Proactive



Developing a Growth Mindset



Free Revision resources

 A3 information sheets

 Christianity booklet

 Buddhism booklet

 Last years examiners’ report

 Revision topics checklist 

 Mindmaps


