Year 11-Year 12 Summer Work- Tudors

A Level History at The Buckingham School aims to create independent learners, critical thinkers, and decision-makers
— all personal assets that can make you stand out as you progress to higher education and/or the workplace. This
summer work encourages all these aspects and will give you a real sense of what your course will be like over the
two years. Your work is split into 5 key areas needed prior to starting, each of the tasks are supported with essential
and wider reading. The tasks that will be formally assessed are marked in purple, but all tasks should be completed
and wider reading as optional yet encouraged.

Task 1: Understanding the Great Chain of Being

A) Research and label the “Great Chain of Being” diagram below.
B) Explain the impact the “Great Chain of Being” had on society, law and order. This should be a minimum of
2 paragraphs.

Task 2- The international situation 1547

A) Complete the table below for the key countries the posed a threat to England or were allies for England. Use
the map to help you complete the table

B) Scotland was the greatest concern for Edward VI and his Protector in in 1547. To what extent do you
agree? You must explain both sides of the argument and come to your own judgement.
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Task 3- Legacy of Henry VIII
Below is a list of what Henry VIII had achieved by 1547 when he dies. List Henry’s achievements in order of

importance as a legacy for his successor Edward VI
B) Explain how and why your order of importance would change if you were placing them in order of

A)

importance for the country.

Achievements

serious inflation in England from 1545 onwards 2

the coinage. s a result of the debasement of
Th:OPl‘iV)' Chamber had established itself as the supreme executive body by the
1 540s.

The administration of government was more efficient than it had ever been.
The legal system was more effective than before.

There was less lawlessness, particularly in the Marcher lordships of Wales and in

the north.
The needs of the poor were not addressed from the revenues of the dissolution

of the monasteries.
Henry was a builder of great palaces, the like of which has not been seen since.

Between 1532 and 1540, 883 people were convicted for treason, of whom 308

were executed.

Task 4- Edward’s preparedness for Kingship

A) Read the information below, make notes on Edward’s early life and character traits.
B) To what extent do you feel Edward was prepared for Kingship? You must explain both sides of the

argument and come to an overall judgement.
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What was Edward like and how
well was he prepared for kingship?
SOURCE 133 A modern drawing

Edward was presented with threa swords
symbolising his three kingdoms ~ England.
ireland and France - and a fourth
symbolising ‘the spirit’ (Eible). The
pageantry and slaborate symbolism of
Tudor ceremonials were very imporeant for

the continuity and continuing
authority of the dynasty. Edward’s
contemporary biographer says that Edward
demanded the fourth sword. This is an early
oample of Edward asserting his
Protestantism and his authority
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:‘OURCE 13.5 An abbreviated version
2 memorandum propared by Edward
the Privy Council, April nssnb’ 2
A SUMMARY OF MATTERS TO BE

CONCLUDED

10. Bringing the Augmentation Court
into the Exchequer, and likewise the
Court of First Fruits and Tenths, and
saving all those fees that may be
spared.

13. Gathering and coining of the
church plate.

14, Sale of certain lands of chantries,
18, The sale of bell metal.
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B 3B A summary of some of Edward’s ideas

Topic What Edward wrote What it shows about how
Edward might have acted if he
had reached his majority

Reform of He produced a memo He might have introduced

the recommending the reorganisation | significant reforms to the

government | of the Privy Council and the limiting | administration and the legislative

of its functions. system.

Financial and | He wrote about the problems of He might have overhauled England's

economic the economic system, particularly | economic and financial structure.

problems inflation.

Foreign His diary entries reveal his great He might have led a foreign

affairs interest in the details of the expedition like his father.

Habsburg—Valois Wars.
Religion He wrote about the need to He might have given a very high

promote good preaching and the priority to the promotion of the
disciplining of clergy (particularly Protestant religion. He might have

bishops). removed the episcopal structure.
Social He wrote about the country being | He might have
problems like a body in which every group ul

must fulfil its duties anc_l be in

Task 5- Understanding primary sources

A) Use the table below to decide for each of the following questions about Tudor protest and Rebellion which
would be the most useful. Explain your answer

i) Was protest an everyday occurrence in Tudor England or an unusual event?

ii) Did rebellions really threaten the government or were they just minor nuisances?

iii) Did rebels mainly protest about economic issues or was there a broader range of matters that
concerned them?

iv) Is there a typical type of rebel?

V) Was rebellion a male pastime or did women get involved?

vi) Were rebellions well-organised demonstrations or mob chaos?

B) Find your own primary source from 1547 that provides some useful information about Edward VI during that
year. Explain the utility of the source using its historical context and provenance.






