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Dear All

Centre of Further Education student.

Success for All
through Achievement, Challenge & Enjoyment

It has been a very successful start to our
new academic year. Year 7 students have
settled in well, supported by staff and
peer mentors. I am pleased to be able to
share with you that we are over
subscribed for the first time. The open
evening and subsequent morning were
incredibly well attended and very positive.
I am delighted to say that the GCSE results
for the summer were the best in the
school’s history. A Level results were also
positive and a record number of students
have gone on to University.
Many individuals performed exceptionally
well, most notably Lucy Richman, who
achieved 9A*s and 2 As at GCSE. Izzy Else,
Nicole Djahanbakhsh, Matthew Anderson
and Daniel Hayward achieved A* grades
at A Level. I am very proud of all our
students
for
their
hard
work,
determination and perseverance.
The term has been very busy with many
extra curricular activities, education visits,
charitable work already taken place. The
common spirit of our school is of the
highest standard. At the time of writing,
we are planning a whole school coffee
morning to support MacMillan Cancer and
Stand Up to Cancer organisations where
all students and staff will come together
to have a coffee and a cake in the main
playground.
We also have just hosted the annual
Democracy event which was chaired Mr
John Bercow, Speaker of the House of
Commons and attended by the Mayor of
Buckingham, local councillors, students
from the Royal Latin School and students
from The Buckingham School.
Finally, I would also like to take this
opportunity to officially welcome all new
staff to our school, who have all settled in
really well and I wish you all a good half
term break.
Yours sincerely
Miss A Wells
Headteacher
www.buckinghamschool.com

Centre of Further Education
Dream Big Dreams
Year 11 to Post 16 – Top Tips
The transition from Year 11 to Year 12 can be an exciting yet a little intimidating
experience for many students. I have just made this transition myself and I wish to
shine a light on what to expect for the first few months. Here is my checklist to survive
the start of year 12:
1)

2)

3)

Choose options you enjoy! In my opinion, the best thing so far is studying
subjects I actually like. Let’s be honest, every student reading this has woken up
in the morning and dreaded a certain subject they’d have to sit through that day.
However, your KS5 options are based entirely on your future and next steps.
That’s why I urge you to think about ALL the pathways available to you as if you
don’t enjoy them, it’s unlikely you will succeed. Go to the Open Evening and look
at all of the subjects, even if you think they don’t interest you, because you may
be pleasantly surprised!
Be prepared! This sounds silly and I got told this myself as a Year 11 student but
simply brushed it off. Having a way to organise your work is the key to success.
Only 2 weeks in, I was sitting on my bed swimming in bits of paper trying to do
my work. Folders, either on your laptop or binders, will become your best friend.
Also make sure you have plenty of pens/highlighters - making your work look
good will mean lessons are a lot more enjoyable.
Use your revision periods wisely! At the start of the school year, I couldn’t wait
to sit in my ‘frees’ and binge watch Netflix. However, it was quickly apparent
that would get me nowhere. In Year 11, you are nearly always supervised and
pushed to get on with your work. Now you have to do this yourself which makes
you grow up pretty quickly. These study periods (I emphasise the study part) are
there for a reason. Not to scare you but the work load will increase!

I hope this has helped you understand what to expect moving from Year 11 to Year 12.
Be open minded to new ideas, be organised and work hard!
Hannah Turner
Year 12

Centre of Further Education
Open Evening
17 November 2016
The Centre of Further Education (Post 16) Open
Evening Event will be on Thursday 17 November
2016 from 6pm-8pm.
The evening will commence with a talk from the
Headteacher Miss Angela Wells and the Director of
the Centre of Further Education, Mr Ryan at 6pm in
the Jubilee Hall. This will be followed by an
opportunity to visit the CFE, KS5 Science and KS5
Photography/Art studios. We invite all prospective
students and parents to join us for refreshments and
also an opportunity to meet the teachers to find out
more about the courses we offer.

Student Finance
On 17 October, Events MS visited The Buckingham
School to deliver a Student Finance talk to our Year
12 and 13 students on behalf of the Department for
Business Innovation and Skills. It was explained how
new tuition fees work, what they can be used for and
how and when the repayments are made. It was also
highlighted that many universities offer additional
bursaries that can be applied for. It was strongly
recommended that all those people wanting to go
university research all of their options and claim all
of the financial support they are eligible for. At The
Buckingham School, we have formed a relationship
with The Lillingstone Trust. They are offering
scholarships to encourage pupils from lower income
backgrounds who are deterred by financial
constraints from continuing into higher education.
Their scholarships will have a maximum value of
£4,000, with payments spread over the first 3 years
of the Degree course.
Further details, including the application form, can
be found on the notice boards in the CFE study room
and common room, as well as on our website.

The Buckingham School, London Road, Buckingham MK18 1AT Tel. 01280 812206
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CFE offers:

CFE forthcoming
Events

 A vibrant and solid
academic environment
 Great student
ambassadors
 Engaging and exciting
course offerings
 Supportive teachers and
advisors with excellent
pastoral support
 Fantastic facilities after
£1.8m Local Authority
funding
 Extensive facilities
 Strong enrichment
programme

 Safe Drive Stay Alive
 The Skills Show
 Remembrance Day
Parade

Britain’s Got Talent….watch this space….
a little magic from one of our CFE students….

Democracy Event @ The Buckingham School

The Buckingham Bulletin
is a regular news round up
– if you have any suggestions
or comments, please contact
Claire Sherwood at
csherwood@buckinghamschool.org

On Friday 14 October we were delighted to host this year's Local Democracy
event.
The session was chaired by Mr John Bercow, Speaker of the House of Commons,
attended by the Mayor of Buckingham, local councillors, students from The Royal
Latin School and students from The Buckingham School.
The title of the session was 'Living Together in Culturally Diverse Societies:
Respect, Dialogue, Interaction'. Students were able to discuss freely their views as
well as, of course, listen to the views of others. Topics such as Brexit, Religion
and Refugees were discussed in relation to the title of the session.
The students who participated were absolutely fantastic and it was a real pleasure
to hear them speak and engage in this very important and topical discussion.

A snap-shot of School Key Results Academic Year 2015/16
 The school is celebrating its best ever GCSE results for the consecutive year
 The school has seen a 13% increase in students achieving 5 or more GCSE
grades A*-C including English and Maths across the last two years
 67% of students achieving A*-C grades in Maths
 78% of students achieving A*-C grades in English
 The percentage of students leaving with A*-C grades in English and Maths
is up 7% to 65%
 Progress made by students in English and Maths is higher than National
 21% increase in students achieving 2 Ebacc A*-C grades in Science
 Single Sciences A*-C grades are above National Average – Biology 100%,
Chemistry 96.4% and Physics 93%
 Highest number of university placements in the school’s history (61%)
 The school is currently over-subscribed in Year 7 (September 2016 intake).

The English Department
have a new App for
revising English Literature.
It's called PiXL Lit App.
This is available FREE from
the App Store, Google
Play and Amazon Apps.
Students will need to ask
their teachers for the
logins - Enjoy revising
everyone!
personal development
and
welfare
is good.”
Extra
curricular

activities
The school has a wide
range of extra curricular
activities such as IT,
Performing Arts (dance,
music, drama) homework,
Science, Graphics, English,
Maths Club, Modern
Foreign Languages and so
many more. Have a look at
the school website for
more information:
www.buckinghamschool.com
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Learning Resource Centre
Year 7 Reading/Homework Clubs
Come and join the Year 7 Reading Club and Year 7 Homework Club in the LRC
every Wednesday from 3:10pm to 4:30pm
The
Yearschool
7 Reading Club and Homework Club has been set up to help any
“The
students who need additional support with their reading or just need a helping
prepares pupils
hand with their homework or keeping up to date and organised. You have full
forroom and printer as well as access to thousands of amazing
use very
of thewell
LRC IT
books.
their future …”
It’s very relaxed and in a lovely quiet environment, come and join us and see
what you think.
Miss Swain

Have you seen The Buckingham
School ACE?
ACE has been created to help
students remember to
Always try your best,
Challenge yourself to grow and
learn and
Everyone be kind and respectful!

School Uniform Standards

Bittersweet Music

There are still a few places
available for singing lessons at The
Buckingham School with Suzy Smith
of Bittersweet Music.
Suzy
provides private singing lessons
during the school day and offers
performance
opportunities
throughout the year.
Singing students get to discover a
variety of singing styles, discover
technique, improve confidence and
develop repertoire.
Students can also combine singing
and acoustic guitar lessons .... You
could also be performing at our
next event in December 2016!

We are raising money for
Stand up to Cancer and
MacMillan Cancer charities
on Friday 21 October by
having a Non-uniform day
(everyone to pay £1) and
also a tea and cake sale on
the MUGA at 12:25pm.
We are extremely proud to
be on the right side of this
fight; all money raised from
the day will go directly to
the cancer organisations. A
massive thank you to all the
students
who
helped
organise the day and those
at home who have directly
or indirectly supported us
and this cause.
We hope everyone will join
in and help raise as much
money as possible!

For more information about becoming
the next Ed Sheeran, Taylor Swift, Demi
Lovato, Adele, Ellie Goulding ... Or
Frank Sinatra ...
Contact Suzy Smith
www.bittersweetmusic.co.uk or email
suzyasmith@aol.com
Facebook bittersweet music
buckingham

The Buckingham School, London Road, Buckingham MK18 1AT Tel. 01280 812206

All students should take
pride in their appearance
and
understand
the
importance of looking smart
and professional whilst in
school and the local
community. Students are
expected to adhere to the
clear uniform expectations
set out, that ensure they
look their best and are
proud to represent The
Buckingham School.
Our uniform rules and
expectations are detailed on
the school website, please
take a minute to have a
look.
Creating a positive impression.
The way you look matters.

www.buckinghamschool.com

Tetrathlon Event Achievement –
Show-jumping, Swimming, Running and Shooting!
Charlotte Smith competed last weekend
with her Pony Club team in a Tetrathlon
event. Charlotte has worked extremely
hard and has been rewarded with a
fantastic individual 6th position and her
“The
team
cameschool
3rd overall.
Ponyprepares
Club Tetrathlon
is very much like
pupils
Modern Pentathlon, which you may have
for It is a challenging
seen very
in thewell
Olympics.
their future
…”
competition
requiring
practical
horsemanship (show-jumping), general
athletic ability (swimming and running)
and a steady hand for shooting.
Well done Charlotte!

The Art
Department
recently asked the school
community for donations for
materials and interesting
objects students can use in
lessons to draw. We would
like to say a big thank you our collection is steadily
growing! Please continue to
donate, we would particularly
like small ornaments and
household objects, perfume
bottles.
Miss L Higgs
Art Department

The Centre for Advanced
Training has nine centres across
the UK delivering professional
training for young people who
demonstrate exceptional
potential in dance.
Congratulations to Imogen Willmot who has
gained a place at Birmingham’s Centre of
Advanced Training for Dance. Imogen was
up amongst and against an extremely strong
line up of exceptional dancers. To be
offered a place is a tremendous
achievement. Well Done Imogen!

Oliver – The Show

Year 9 Netball Success
Thursday 13 October saw the
Year 9 netball team compete at
home against Cottesloe. The
game was fast paced and end to
end. The attacking play from
Millie, Freya, Rae and Katie was
fantastic and this was shown in
the final score. Rea had a
fantastic game scoring over 18
nets and assisting 3. Three times
in the match the girls trailed by 2
nets but the determination and
the team spirit we came back to
beat Cottesloe in the final
quarter.
The end result being 21 nets to
20! Well done girls..... now on to
our next victory!!
Miss Vaill
PE Department

Download the
school App and
receive news
notifications
direct to your
mobile.
www.buckinghamschool.com
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We are looking for costumes
(top hats/flat caps) tail coats,
overcoats and long skirts. If
you can help, please let us
know.
Ms R Hunt
Performing Arts

England Rugby Six Nations
William Prince (Year 8 ) has been
picked to be a mascot for the
England Rugby six nations game
against South Africa.
He will be walking out with the
team and singing the National
Anthem very soon! This is an
amazing opportunity.
www.buckinghamschool.com

Diary Dates
Student Success at the Milton Keynes Athletics Club Awards

Literacy leads the way

I recently attended the Milton Keynes Athletics Club Awards Evening with two of my athletes who attend The
Buckingham School: Abi Fitton and Jack Porteous. Both had been nominated to receive an award for their
achievements this season.
Abi won the Under 15 Girls Track and Field Athlete of the Year Trophy and Jack won the Under 17 Male Track and
Field Athlete of the Year Trophy; awards that were well deserved. Abi has excelled in the 100m, the 200m and the
300m this season and she is ranked just outside the top 100 for the 100m and finished 50th in the country for the
300m at the end of the season. Jack who has a strong repertoire in sprints, jumps and throws has made huge
progress this summer particularly in the pole vault and has finished his season ranked 57th in the country.
What a fantastic achievement for both students, well done Abi and Jack!

Fiona Darling-Glinski
Head Coach Buckingham Satellite of Marshall
Milton Keynes Athletics Club

Jack Porteous
My name is Jack Porteous, I am 15 years old and I
represent the under 17s and Mens for Milton Keynes
Athletics Club. I recently attended the annual awards
ceremony at Hamden House and was awarded the
Best Track and Field performance. This award is
judged on my performance throughout the last
season.
I train at the track at Stantonbury Campus, the
Buckingham Satellite club at Stowe and Stoke
Mandeville twice a week. I occasionally train at
Brunel University at the weekends when there is an
opportunity.
I complete in a whole range of events from 200m to
triple jump but for the past year and a half I have
been focusing on Pole Vault. I have managed to
increase my personal best by 1m 20cm in one year
which in pole vault terms is massive. My personal
best is currently 3m 10 which ranks me third in the
all-time records at the club. My successes are shown
in the club rankings, currently I am ranked number
one in four different events and ranked thirteenth in
the South East of England. On sports day I beat a
Year 11 school hurdles record by 2 seconds.
Following the recent Olympics I was invited to go to
Greg Rutherford’s house to compete in a long jump
competition, filmed by ITV. It’s not everyday that an
Olympic athlete rakes the pit ready for your next
jump!
This was made possible because Greg belongs to the
same athletics club as me. A great opportunity to
have one to one coaching from someone at the top
of their game.
Hopefully I will continue to progress and maybe
qualify for the English Schools’ Championship next
year and become a successful athlete when I am
older.

Abi Fitton
I am Abigail Fitton and I train and compete in
athletics for Marshall Milton Keynes Athletics Club. I
started athletics when I was in Year 4 and I now
currently train up to 4 times a week at Stowe with
the Buckingham Satellite Club on behalf of Milton
Keynes. Over the past year I have competed in
Youth Development Leagues in Birmingham,
Coventry and Nottingham and also at Inter County
Championships which have been held at Horspath in
Oxford. Also, I have participated in the Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire County Championships and I
have represented the school at several different
competitions like Districts. I am now starting to
work on hopefully getting into English School and
higher level competitions.

Jack Porteous
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We value the opinions of all our students and following
a recent questionnaire for our new Year 7s we received
many positive comments.
“This school is great.”

Parent Forum
Did you attend our first
Parent Forum of the new
academic year? If you didn’t
attend and would like to
learn more, please visit the
school website under Parents
Section. Our Parent Forum
meets every half term and is
your platform to put forward
your views. Your opinions
really count and do have an
impact on what happens
within school. We hope to
see you at our next Forum!

“I think the school is good

“I really enjoy being
here at
The Buckingham
School.”

and everyone
cares about you.”

“I feel safe”
“It is better than primary.”
As a school, we carry out many different types of evaluation – for example, surveys
to see how well new students settle in, how existing students feel about their
school, what they like, we also ask parents and carers about their perception of the
school, their child/children’s learning, etc. We ask about how well events are run
and how beneficial they are. All results and insights are fed back to the Senior
Leadership Team to analyse – refining, changing and improving the way we
perform - helping students get the best education they can!

Diary Dates
21 Oct - Non –Uniform Day
21 Oct - End of half term
31 Oct - First day back after
half term break

Head Boy and Head Girl
We are delighted to announce that our new Head Boy and Head Girl are Tom
Downham and Charlotte Rawlings, respectively. Both did exceptionally well in this
process, which included completing an application form and being formally
interviewed. We look forward to working with Charlotte and Tom and supporting
them in their new leadership role.
In addition to Charlotte and Tom we are pleased that Jade Hurst, Alex Higgs and
Harry Winchester will be joining the new Senior Student Leadership Team. Each
member of the team will have a specific area to lead and improve.
Student Voice and leadership opportunities are a particular strength of
the school. Students of all ages take on positions of responsibility and there is a
real sense of ownership amongst the student body.
We are so confident this team will be act as role models to our younger students
and feel they are ready to help us in our continuous effort to become an
outstanding school.

10 Nov - CFE Safe Drive/Stay Alive
17 Nov - CFE Open Eve 6pm-8pm
24 Nov - Y9 Parents Evening
1 Dec - Y8 Parents Evening
15 Dec - Y11 Celebration Eve
20 Dec - Save the Children/Xmas
Jumper day
20 Dec - End of term

Trips and Visits @ The Buckingham School
The Buckingham School offers a variety of trips and visits to students, to help
to develop and support their learning. The school organises around 60 trips
each year and currently the following have been arranged:
Maths trip to Bletchley Park, CFE trip to New York, Two Geography Fields
Trip to Wales, Modern Foreign Language Trip to Barcelona, PGL Football
School Weekend and a History Trip to Berlin.
Our students are very fortunate to have such wonderful opportunities
presented to them to help make their learning fun whilst educational at the
same time.

Success for All
through Achievement,
Challenge & Enjoyment

The Buckingham Bulletin is a regular news round up - if you have any suggestions or comments, please contact
Claire Sherwood at csherwood@buckinghamschool.org
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Vision Statement
Success for All through Achievement, Challenge & Enjoyment.

Mission Statement
To be an outstanding school of choice in the community.

Values of The Buckingham School
We strive for excellence in all that we do.
An ethos of care and challenge pervades all aspects of school life. We all thrive in a highly
inclusive, supportive, mutually respectful and tolerant environment. Everyone belongs and
everyone is valued. Trust and respect are values which underpin all work and relationships at
The Buckingham School, together with a high sense of unity that is ensured by honest
interactions.
Learning and progress are vital to our values. We promote a vibrant, exciting learning
environment for everyone, encompassing flexible skill development, technological capability,
skilful communication, and entrepreneurship, as well as providing breadth of knowledge,
creativity, and sporting opportunities, both within and beyond the classroom, for all learners.
We invest in staff through high quality professional development.
We provide an environment where spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding
underpins all aspects of school life, and ensures that everyone understands their rights and
responsibilities as British Citizens. Self-esteem, independence and resilience are fostered in all
years.
Relationships with Parents / Carers, Staff and all Stakeholders are of paramount importance,
with effective communication and collaboration leading to successful learning for all students.
We serve the community, valuing and respecting the needs of all.
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